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Miracle at the Gate » Acts 3:1-26

Passover was only days away and by the tens
of thousands they had come from all around Israel
and far away tovisit Jerusalem. There was already
excitement in the air. But then a small column of
people from Bethany, a suburb of Jerusalem,
marched through the city’s eastern gate and
crowded the streets of the capital. Shouts of ex-
citement filled theair asthey celebrated Jesusfrom
Nazareth. They talked about his teaching and re-
peated the story of his miracles, especially about
him raising the dead Lazarus back to life over in
Bethany. Some said he was the Messiah. Others
wanted to crown him king. It was acombination of
political raly and religious revival. They tore off
their coats and threw down a carpet of palms to
cover theroad for their new-found royalty. It wasa
Sunday to remember.

But crowdscan befickle. Political and religious
loyalties quickly switch. By Friday of that same
week it wasavery different shout coming fromthe
crowd around Jesus. Now they wanted him cruci-
fied. It was a strange demand, although those cap-
tured by political frenzy do some very strange
things. When offered achoice between aguilty ter-
rorist named Barabbasand anin-

The temple was truly awonder of the ancient
world. It had taken two generations to build and
cost aking'sfortune, funded by the now deceased
King Herod. With its high ground on Mount Zion,
bright white marble, silver and gold it wasacostly
and dominant structure.

Therewere porticoes around the outside of the
temple—actually a walkway named after an ear-
lier king of Israel—called Solomon’s Colonnade.
It was apopular placefor people to meet. Because
it was on the outer perimeter of the temple
Solomon’s Colonnade was open to Gentilesaswell
as Jews. Jesus often went there, usualy to teach
but sometimes to chase away the merchants who
multiplied until they crowded out the worshippers.
The colonnade was loud and busy with conversa-
tions, teaching, animal's, people praying and debat-
ing . ..and begging.

The temple was the logical place to go if you
were a beggar because religious people from all
over theworld converged there. All good peopl e of
every religion are supposed to giveto the poor and
Jews were especially encouraged to give aims to
those who begged.

Maybeyou’ ve been

nocent preacher named Jesusthey
chose to set the guilty free and
execute the innocent.

Fast forward almost two
months. There's a new buzz in
Jerusalem, but it is still about
Jesus of Nazareth. The buzz about
Jesus is that he had come back

Salvation doesn’t start
when wedie; it beginsthe
day we change our minds
and follow Jesus.

inathird world country,
as| have, whereyou are
thronged by beggars
with their hands out ask-
ing for money. Frankly,
it'shard to know who to
help. There is a sense
that if you put money

from crucifixion and burial as a
live man and then disappeared to heaventaking his
body with him. His once cowering followers had
gained new courage and confidence and had picked
up wheretheir leader left off.

Two of them, Peter and John, were headed to
the 3 p.m. prayer time at the temple. There was
nothing unusual about that. After each of the three
daily sacrificesthere were always prayer meetings
and religious people came like basebal | fansto the
home opener.

into the hand of oneyou
will be trampled by all therest. Yet, how can any-
one be so hard-hearted as not to help the poorest of
the poor?

That day there was a40-something man in the
sea of beggarswho was born aparaplegic. Hewas
something of a senior citizen by first century de-
mographics. Never havingwalked astepin hislife
he not only needed to beg but needed to be carried
to his place for begging. Getting a good spot was
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important because he couldn’t move with the
crowd. Yearsof experience taught him that a space
by the Beautiful Gate wasas|ucrative asany. And,
it truly was a beautiful gate with its 75 foot high
arch and wooden doors covered with expensive
Corinthian brass.

It's hard to say what it was about him that at-
tracted the attention of Peter and John. So many other
beggarswerethereaswell. Maybeit wastheway he
spotted them, shouting out at just the right moment
in exactly the best tone of voice to get their atten-
tion. He asked for money. He knew it was agame of
percentages. Probably only one or two percent of al
the people who went by would give him ashekel as
ams. If he shouted to a hundred people many he
would get two shekels; if he shouted to athousand
people maybe he' d be ableto get twenty shekels. He
was aveteran shekel raiser.

Peter stopped and stared down at him. Theman
didn’t usually have people make eye contact with
him; after all, he couldn’t linger long on any one
passerby if hewasgoing to target athousand aday.
Besides, most rich peopledon’t like much eye con-
tact with the poor and disabled. He knew he was
expected to look down in humility, not up in confi-
dence. But Peter said, “ Look at us!” and probably
pointed to his eyes trying to grab the man’s atten-
tion. Beggarstry to do what donorsask so hefixed
his attention on Peter and John hoping to cash in
with abigger than usual contribution.

Peter held out empty hands and made a non-
cash offer: “Slver or gold | do not have, but what
| have | give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, walk.” Peter wasn't joking. He really
didn’t have any cash because he belonged to agroup
that recently pooled all their money. Healso wasn'’t
joking about thisman who had never walked in his
life being offered amiracle.

So much happened in the next few seconds!
The unnamed man must have been caught totally
by surprise. He must have been disappointed that
hewasn’t going to get what he wanted and flabber-
gasted by the proposed miracle. It was more than
he could have dreamed and an answer to a prayer
he had given up praying decades earlier.

Before he had a chance to question what was
being offered, before he had a chance to complain
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that he wasn't going to get money or yelp with joy
or laugh out loud, Peter grabbed him by the hand
and pulled him up. Peter really cared for this beg-
gar. Peter redlly believed amiracle was happening.

Therewasalot of faith flowingin every direc-
tion. Thebeggar never asked for amiracle but when
he heard the offer, when he saw the faith of his
benefactors, when he heard the name of Jesus of
Nazareth suddenly faith came into him and he be-
lieved in what just a moment before he had been
unableto believe.

For thefirst timein hislife of more than four
decadesthe poor man stood at eye-to-eyelevel with
other men. Feet that never felt full weight were
firm on the ground. Ankles that never balanced a
body became strong. With a helping hand from
Peter he took his first steps. Without training or
therapy he walked. Then he ran and jumped and
shouted praises to God.

Isn't it interesting that we who have walked
since our first year of life often never think about
praising God for the stepswetake?We might jump
for joy when our team scores but who would think
to jump for Jesus just because we can jump? But
he did. He praised God with shouts because the
totally unexpected had happened to him.

Running, walking, jumping and shouting the
once disabled man drew attention and drew a
crowd. Those who heard and saw him recognized
him immediately and were totally amazed that the
man who once sat and begged at the Beautiful Gate
was now transformed.

He suddenly stopped jumping and grabbed
onto Peter and John and wouldn't let go. The his-
torian Luke uses the terminology of a police of-
ficer making an arrest in describing theway heheld
onto thetwo men. Even thosejust showing up had
no doubt that a miracle had happened and that Pe-
ter and John looked like the miracle workers.

Peter heard what the growing crowd was say-
ing and knew what they were thinking—that he
and John had some magical power to perform
miracles—so he said, “Men of Israel, why doesthis
surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our
own power or godliness we had made this man
walk?
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They hadn’t donethis. God did it—the God of
Abraham and | saac and Jacob. It wasn’t about them;
it was about Jesus. Thiswas all about Jesus.

Now that Peter had everyone'sattention hefelt
a sermon coming on. It was a good news sermon
that started with the bad news of what thosein the
crowd had done. He said:

“You handed him (Jesus) over to be
killed, and you disowned him before Pil ate,
though he had decided to let him go. You
disowned the Holy and Righteous One and
ask that a murderer be released to you. You
killed the author of life. . .."

Peter reminded them that the peoplewho hailed
Jesus on Palm Sunday were the people who con-
demned him thefollowing Friday. They helped kill
the Holy and Righteous One from God! Even after
the Pilate had declared Jesus innocent they still
demanded his execution.

Perhaps remembering his own triple denial of
Jesus that same week Peter cut them some slack:
“Now;, brothers, | know that you acted inignorance,
asdidyour leaders.” It'strue, they didn’t fully re-
alize what they were doing to Jesus. But just be-
cause they wereignorant in what they did does not
make them less guilty.

In our country we have alegal principle that
says“ignorance of thelaw is
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Do you remember thewords Peter spoketo the
disabled man? Hetold him, “In the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, walk.” For usanameisimpor-
tant, but it was far more important for them. They
meant more by “name” than we usually mean.
“Name” referred to everything about the person—
reputation, family history, character, power and
authority. Name was everything.

Sometimeswe may ask if we can useaperson’s
namewhen making acall or applying for ajob. If |
use your name then I’ m gaining access on the ba-
sis of who you are, not on the basis of who | am.
Your name means more and carries more weight
than my name. If | call and say, “This is Leith
Anderson,” the person on the other end might hang
up; but, if | say you told me to call, I'll probably
getin.

The name of Jesusiswhat the God newsisall
about. Throughout Peter’s sermon there’'sawhole
list of what this name means. Jesus is the “Holy
and Righteous One” inverse 14. Heisthe " author
of life” in verse 15. Jesusis the One who suffered
on the cross, verse 18. This name of Jesusis about
the Onewho wasraised from the dead in verse 15.
Jesusisthe Onewhoisin heaven and promisesto
return in verse 21. Jesus is the person who was
predicted by Moses in verses 22-23. Jesus is the

One who was proph-

no excuse.” Last fall | was
driving north of Bemidji in
what | was surewasa65 mph
speed limit zone. The Min-
nesota state trooper insisted
that it was 55 mph. The $135

God specifically blesses all who
repent of sin and turn to Jesus.

esied by every prophet
from Samuel right on
through the Old Tes-
tament, verse24. Heis
the one who was
promised to Abraham

fine was bad enough but |

had to sign a statement on the back of the ticket
admitting that | was guilty. | wanted to add alittle
note that said, “I really did think it was 65 mph.”
Ignorant, but still guilty!

Peter told the crowd to repent and turn to God.
They were just like us—quilty. They needed to
admit their guilt—sign on the back of the ticket—
and turn to God.

Peter then switched from their bad newsto God's
news. The God newswas and isall about Jesus. It's
not most about Jews, not about sinners, not about
repentance and not about salvation. It's all about
Jesus. Without Jesusit’s nothing but bad news.

inverse 25.

The God newsisthat it's all about Jesus. The
Old Testament is about Jesus. The New Testament
is about Jesus. The gospel is about Jesus. Healing
isabout Jesus. Salvation isabout Jesus. Heaven is
about Jesus. Our eternal destiny isabout Jesus. Ev-
erything is about Jesus.

ThisGod newsisgood news! For thoselisten-
ing to Peter that day along Solomon’s Colonnade
at the Jerusalem temple it meant that the bad news
of their guilt could be changed to the good news of
salvation through Jesus. Acts 3:19 quotes Peter
saying, “ Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your
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sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may
come fromthe Lord.”

Repentanceis changing one’'smind. Peter was
inviting them to see Jesus differently. Not as some-
oneto be hated and crucified but as someoneto be
loved and honored. If they would see Jesus' cruci-
fixioninanew way they would be given salvation
from God. The new way wasto seethat Jesusdied
for their sinsand rose from the dead to give eternal
lifeand thento commit to follow him astheir leader.

Let'stalk about “salvation” for just aminute.
To be saved from anything assumes escape from
something really bad (like drowning, afire or get-
ting fired). That's true for getting saved by Jesus,
too. We escape the consequences of our sins, in-
cluding eternal death. And we avoid missing out
on heaven.

But, there’s more, more for right now, not for
later. When Jesus saves someoneit isfromleading
alousy liferight now. Salvation doesn’t start when
wedieg; it beginsthe day we change our minds and
follow Jesus. Look again at what Peter saysinActs
3:19: “Repent then, and turn to God, so that your
sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may
come fromthe Lord.”

If you're an Internet user you know that you
can leave awebsite on your screen until it getsold
and out-of-date (full of yesterday’s news). At the
top of your screenthereisa” Refresh” button. Click
it and it's the same website only fresh, new and
up-to-date. That iswhat happenswhen we commit
our lives to Jesus. We are still us but we are re-
freshed by God.

faith matters®

faﬁh matters® faﬁh matters®

There’'s more at the end of Peter’'s sermon in
Acts 3:26 where he says, “When God raised up his
servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by
turning each of you fromyour wicked ways.” God
specificaly blesses al who repent of sin and turn
to Jesus.

Butlistencarefully toaredly big“IF.” If Chris-
tians just died and stayed dead without going to
heaven forever it would still be totally good news
to follow Jesus in this life. We would get God's
refreshing and blessing in our livesright now—in
our relationships; school; marriage; parents; fam-
ily; money; health; God; happiness; everything. But
the really good news is that when we turn away
fromour sin and follow Jesus as Savior and L eader
we get refreshing and blessing and heaven, too.

Put yourself in thistrue story. Today be abeg-
gar. Ask God for money or whatever it isyou want.
But, listen up and hear that the answer to whatever
you ask startswith Jesus. It’s all about Jesus.

Like Peter with the man by the Beautiful Gate,
let me offer you ahand. My hand of help isin the
formof aprayer. Right here, right now, pray: “ Jesus,
hereiswhat | want . . . but | know that you are
what | need. | repent of whatever I’ ve donewrong.
| believe in you. Refresh me. Bless me now and
savemeforever. | commit tofollow you aways. In
Jesus’ name, amen”
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