Blind Beggar Shouts to Jesus

The scene has an elderly woman lying on the
floor. She speaks into a two-way communication
system to a safety dispatcher at the other end and
says, “Help! I've fallen and I can’t get up!” If you’re
a teenager or a young adult you can hardly hear
that without laughing. I was in a mall in Florida
where there was a specialty shop that deals only in
sweat shirts, posters and mugs all of which say,
“Help! I've fallen and I can’t get up!” There are
hundreds if not thousands of jokes that have been
spun off from this. Some of them are actually kind
of funny. But it’s not a joke if you’re the one who
has fallen and if you can’t get up.

There are jokes that go through our pop culture
about AIDS, Alzheimer’s, poverty, starvation —
even rape. Jokes are told about almost every diffi-
cult situation that comes in life. But there is also a
lot of pain, a lot of despair, a lot of loneliness, fear
and worry that accompanies our long list of human
problems. Sometimes in our own journeys we dis-
cover our names written next to items on the list
that we never could have imagined in advance, some
disease or disaster that has become a major part of
our lives and defines who we are. That’s why, sooner
or later, we all identify with the man whose story is
told in the last paragraphs of Luke 18. A man whose
needs led him to a life-changing conversation with
Jesus Christ and also gave him his little place on
the pages of history. Luke 18:35-43 tells the story.

As Jesus approached Jeri-

his sight and followed Jesus, praising God.

When all the people saw it, they also praised

God.

Now this unnamed man along the roadside to
Jericho had multiple needs. As we read the story
the most memorable part of it is that he was blind.
But don’t forget that he was also a beggar. Which
do you think he considered the worst? If he had a
choice do you think he would choose to be rich and
blind or poor and sighted? You say, ““Wait a minute,
that’s not a fair question” and I think you’re right.
Itis a good thing that we usually don’t have to make
those kinds of choices in life because if we had to
choose between disasters I’m not sure that we would
have the wisdom to do so wisely.

The reasons that I ask the question are two: First,
it impresses me that this man at the beginning of
the story had two great needs: he was blind and he
was a beggar. At the end of the story one need had
been met, but he still had one need remaining. Ap-
parently Jesus cared enough for this man to leave
at least one of his major needs unmet.

The second reason I ask the question is because
I think we all have multiple needs. Typically it’s
the one at the top that gets our greatest attention.
We’ve got physical needs, spiritual needs, finan-
cial needs, relationship needs — you know the list.
And while the need at the top of the list seems to be
all-encompassing, often defining who we are as
persons and how we

cho, a blind man was sitting
by the roadside begging. When
he heard the crowd going by,
he asked what was happening.
They told him, “Jesus of

While it’s true that needs can be
virtually overwhelming in our lives,
it is disastrous to have none.

relate to others, if by
some circumstance
that need is taken
care of, we quickly
move to number two

Nazareth is passing by.”

He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!”

Those who led the way rebuked him and
told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more,
“Son of David, have mercy on me!”

Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be
brought to him. When he came near, Jesus asked
him, “ What do you want me to do for you?”

“Lord, I want to see,” he replied.

Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your

faith has healed you.” Immediately he received

on the list. On those
rare days when we get enough of a perspective to
see the entire list, we discover that we have a lot of
issues, a lot of concerns that work together into a
complex long list.

I got to thinking about it and concluded that I
don’t know anyone who has had all needs perma-
nently met. Is that right? It seems to me that even
people who have the good fortune of having their
biggest problem solved always still have some other
big deal in their lives. And I think it is probably a
good thing because we need problems in order to
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remain humble, to keep growing, to keep us look- had to grab him that day.
ing for Jesus. While it's true that needs can be vir- This is hard for us to understand because our
tually overwhelming in our lives, it is disastrous to impression of Jesus Christ is that he is always avail-
have none. able and always waiting in the wings and we will
God knows that needs bring us to him. He get to him when we have the chance. In our minds
knows that if we ever wake up in the morning with- we think, “I'm pretty busy right now but maybe
out a single need, we will give little thought to God. after graduation, or after | get a new job, when I'm
It takes the difficulties and circumstances of life to older, or when | get through dealing with this ill-
bring us to him. | think that is true within the life of ness, maybe then I'll get around to Jesus.” Or, “I'm
a church. One of the things that we have long agovery busy right now but when things lighten up then
committed to here at Wooddale Church is relating I'll call him.”
to people in terms of meeting their needs. That's Have you ever wondered if the day would come
the one thing that we all have in common and so weand we would whistle for Jesus and he might not be
have ministries to help people deal with their prob- there? What if the man on the road outside of
lems and their opportunities in life. We have sup- Jericho’s experience is closer to the truth for us as
port groups that have to do with loneliness, particu- well? That Jesus comes by in life maybe once or at
lar ilinesses or with broken relationships. The listis best twice and if we do not grab him when the win-
a very long one. dow of opportunity is open, that we might not have
The catalog of needs is huge but up front we another chance? The words the blind man called
recognize that we can’'t possibly meet all of outto Jesus clearly communicated his faith. He said,
everyone’s needs. No church could do that. But what“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.” Now |
we really are trying to do is use pressing needs as &now that for most of us “Son of David” means
stepping stone to a relationship with God through zero but it meant a lot to Jews in the first century
Jesus Christ because that is really the greatest neeblecause that was a nickname for the Messiah. By
of all in our lives. The fact is that someday on the calling Jesus the Son of David, he was really say-
other side of the grave it isn't going to make a whole ing, “Jesus, you are the Messiah. You are the one
lot of difference whether we are blind or we can who has been sent from God. You are the one in
see, whether we are rich or poor, married or single.whom | have faith.”
Those things in the scheme of eternity really are | don’t know quite what you compare that to
guite unimportant. Our destiny is dependent on our but let’s just suppose that tomorrow morning you're
relationship to God. So it is really the everyday downtown in Minneapolis walking along the
needs that seem to be so important that become thdlicollet Mall and you see a crowd gathering with
stepping stones for us to have the greatest need offV cameras and lights and you turn to someone
all met through Jesus Christ as Savior and as Lord.nearby and say, “Hey, what’ going on?” The person
The blind beggar heard a commotion and be- says, “Don’t you know? That's Arkansas governor
cause he couldn’t see what was happening, he aske®ill Clinton. He came to Minnesota because the
those around him. They told him that it was Jesus primary election is on Tuesday.” You immediately
of Nazareth passing by. He realized at that momentbegin to shout, “Mr. President, Mr. President.” Now
that his opportunity had come, the window of op- the people around you would have a pretty good
portunity for him had opened. idea who you are going to vote for in this presiden-
He was in Jericho — a rather obscure place, atial campaign year and what you think the outcome
place by which Jesus was not likely to come again. will be just by what you called him.
Jericho is a hot, humid place, 700" below sea level,  So it was that when the man outside the city of
about 35 miles or so south of the city of Jerusalem, Jericho shouted out, “Son of David, Son of David,”
on the way to nowhere. Actually it is on the way to he was declaring his faith that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Dead Sea and the desert and people don't gahe Savior from God. But what | find fascinating is
there unless they have a very good reason. He fig-that his primary faith was not in what Jesus would
ured the chances were that Jesus would never comeéo for him so much as who Jesus was.
that way again and if he was going to grab him, he Those who are really rich and those who are
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really powerful have a problem in life because they nie came out. He was a very happy genie because
are never quite sure why people like them. If you he had been seasick for thousands of years from
have millions of dollars to give away or you have bobbing around the Pacific and he was really glad
the power to change a person’s whole life around, to get out. Instead of offering three wishes to the
whenever someone comes to you and snuggles umguy that pulled the cork, he offered one wish to each.
close and purrs loudly you can’t help but wonder if He said to the first guy, “You can have anything
they really like you for you or they really want what you want.” The man said, “| want to be home in my
you've got. And because of that, many people with own house in New York,” and he immediately dis-
great wealth and with great power become ratherappeared. So the genie said to the second guy, “You
cynical about life. Sometimes their only relation- can have any wish you want.” He said, “I'd like to
ships are the relationships they have had for mostbe with my family, with my wife and children in
of their lives because they can't trust anyone to be aCalifornia. Pouf, he was gone too. The genie turned
new friend and they are rather skeptical about evento the third guy and said, “What about you — what's
their old friends. your wish?”. He said, “Well, I'm really lonely. |
Jesus must have suffered from the same thing.wish my two friends were back here with me.”
Word was out. He could make the lame walk, the Now if you had a single wish, one wish, what
dead live. He could speak like no one had ever spo-would you ask for? If you could ask for anything at
ken before to the point that thousands of peopleall, not from an imaginary genie but from a real
would line up to see him and press into a throng Jesus, what would you request? The man who was
around him. He must have wondered, “Who has blind and poor did not hesitate at all. He said, “I
come to be fed, who has come to be healed, whowant to see.” Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight,
has come to be part of some great political move- your faith has healed you.” And immediately he
ment and who really cares about who | am?” received his sight. It was a miracle. A divine miracle
The man outside the city of Jericho really cared took place. He could see.
for Jesus, but when he shouted, “Son of David, have | wonder what it was like and what he did? |
mercy on me,” the other people couldn’t hear Jesuswonder if his eyes opened so big they seemed as if
teaching anymore so they turned to him and said,they would burst out of his head. | wonder if he
“Shut up so we can hear Jesus teach!” But he squinted because the light was so bright that he could
wouldn’t shut up. He was not going to let what they hardly take it in. Imagine trying in a few seconds to
said or what they thought sto take in all of the sights of
him from getting to Jesus o all of the things he had
Nazareth, the Son of David, ---We should do whatever we need to dp never before seen. | won-
Nobody was going to stand to get to Jesus and not let anybody stanf der if he stared straight
between him and Jesus. into the face of the man
| think that is a great les- who had made him to
son for us — we should do see. | wonder if he
whatever we need to do to get to Jesus and not letooked long and hard into the eyes of Jesus of
anybody stand in our way. Jesus heard the man andNazareth, the Son of David, who had had mercy on
he quit teaching. | find it interesting that Jesus ap- him. | don’t know for sure, but my guess is that he
parently thought doing was better than talking. Jesushad eyes only for Jesus.
asked that the man be brought to him. The man It was a miracle. Some misunderstand what hap-
hadn’t asked for either sight or money but Jesus pened, what Jesus said when he spoke the words,
asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” “Your faith has healed you.” There are those who
That's quite a question. Sort of like the genie in have supposed that it was because this man had faith
the bottle. There's a story about three men who werein healing that he was healing. But that’s not cor-
on a raft drifting in the South Pacific. They were rect. It was his faith in Jesus. Jesus is the one who
desperate, dying of thirst and exposure. They camehealed him.
across a bottle with a genie in it. (This is not a true If you are blind or poor or have some other enor-
story.) One of them uncorked the bottle and the ge-mous need in your life, does this story mean that if
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in our way.
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you follow this formula, Jesus will fix you and you liked the person they turned the writing toward the
will be the way you want to be? Does it mean that leeward side of the Cape and those they didn't like,
if we hurt deep enough, if we shout loud enough, they turned the gravestone toward the windward side
that Jesus will just stop whatever he is doing and so that the wind and sand would eventually erase
cure our malady and make us the way we want tothe name and inscription. As | read the inscriptions
be? The answer is no. The question misses the point think to myself, what would | like to have writ-
for it is neither our need nor our volume that gives ten? What would you like to have written if all of
us a cure. Rather, our need brings us to Jesus Chridife could be summed up in a sentence or in a phrase?
and our shouts communicate our faith in him; then Suppose we were to imagine coming across the
itis up to Jesus make the decision as to whether ouigravestone of this man whose story is told in Luke
need is met or our need remains unmet. It's up to 18. If he had had a choice, which do you think that
Jesus to decide who will be cured and who will wait. he would pick as the best description of who he
Those who come to him in full faith trust him com- was — “The blind man who miraculously saw” or
pletely to make those decisions on our behalf. Those“Here lies a follower of Jesus Christ who praised
who insist that he’s got to do it our way in our time, God and caused other people to praise God also”? |
that he’s got to use his powers to fulfill our dreams, think he would rather be remembered not as a blind
really don't have the same kind of faith that the man man who gained sight but as a sinner who followed
who was blind and begging on the road outside of the Savior.
Jericho had. What is your need today? | hope you have a big

Now I'm not sure I've said that very well, but one. | hope your need or your needs and your prob-
let me tell you that it is a profound truth of the New lems are big enough, huge enough, to drive you to
Testament. Does it make sense? Do you get it? Thelesus Christ. May you be delivered from problems
kind of faith that led to the blind man’s sight was so small that you can handle them. And when you
the kind of faith which entrusted the problem to call to him and he answers, may you follow him
Jesus to decide. The story has what | would call aand praise God and cause others to follow him as
perfect ending. He received his sight and followed well.
Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, Let's pray. And as we pray, tell Jesus your need.
they also praised God. It's really kind of a triple Call to him in faith; trust him as your Savior; fol-
ending: he followed Jesus; he praised God; and alllow him as your Lord; praise Him as your God.
the others praised God as well. Interestingly enough,  Oh Lord, we've seldom, if ever, said it. Thank
only half of his problems were solved because he you for problems. Thank you for our pains. Thank
was still poor. He was still a beggar. you for our needs. Thank you for the things in life

You may think it strange, but I've always had that we cannot handle, which force us to call out to
something of a fascination with the inscriptions on Jesus Christ and to trust him, for they are worth it.
old tombstones. It seems to me you can learn a lotAnything is worth it to know you through Jesus
from the few words that were chosen to describe aChrist. Amen
person’s life. | regret that modern grave markers
are very small and flush with the ground with only
enough space on them for a name, year of birth and
a year of death. | think we have lost something in
that.

At different times | have spent hours walking
through old cemeteries in the United States and else-
where, but most memorably out in Cape Cod cem- Faith Mattersis the Broadcast Ministry of
eteries. It's fascinating to read the descriptions of Leith Anderson and Wooddale Church
these people who died in the early years of our 6630 Shady Oak Road
nation’s history. Generally, only the positive inscrip- Eden Prairie MN 55344
tions remain because at that time they set the stone§12-944-6300
according to the character of the person — if they www.wooddale.qg
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