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In the Beginning God Created the Heavens
and the Earth * Genesis 1-2

“In the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth.” 1t is one of the most amazing stories in
the Bible. It is one of the most significant stories in
the history of the universe. Other ancient cultures
have stories and legends about the creation of the
world in which we live, but there is nothing like the
one that appears in the Bible. The Bible has no re-
ports of battles between deities or gods having off-
spring. There are no hints that the sun, moon or stars
are deities to be worshipped. The Bible starts with
God. When there was nothing and no one else, there
was God. It is God’s story of how our universe be-
gan.

There were no reporters or historians there to
record what happened, so the information comes to-
tally from God. It is found in Genesis 1:1-2:4:

In the beginning God created the heav-
ens and the earth. Now the earth was form-
less and empty, darkness was over the sur-
face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was
hovering over the waters.

And God said, “Let there be light,” and
there was light. God saw that the light was
good, and he separated the light from the
darkness. God called the light “day,” and the
darkness he called “night.” And there was
evening, and there was morning —the first
day.

And God said, “Let there be an expanse
between the waters to separate water from
water.” So God made the expanse and sepa-
rated the water under

Then God said, “Let the land produce
vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on
the land that bear fruit with seed in it, ac-
cording to their various kinds.” And it was
so. The land produced vegetation: plants
bearing seed according to their kinds and
trees bearing fruit with seed in it according
to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.
And there was evening, and there was morn-
ing—the third day.

And God said, “Let there be lights in the
expanse of the sky to separate the day from
the night, and let them serve as signs to mark
seasons and days and years, and let them be
lights in the expanse of the sky to give light
on the earth.” And it was so. God made two
great lights—the greater light to govern the
day and the lesser light to govern the night.
He also made the stars. God set them in the
expanse of the sky to give light on the earth,
to govern the day and the night, and to sepa-
rate light from darkness. And God saw that it
was good. And there was evening, and there
was morning —the fourth day.

And God said, “Let the water teem with
living creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth across the expanse of the sky.” So God
created the great creatures of the sea and
every living and moving thing with which the
water teems, according to their kinds, and ev-
ery winged bird according to its kind. And

God saw that it was good.

the expanse from the
water above it. And it
was so. God called

the expanse “sky.” was only God. He spoke the

And  there was
evening and there
was morning —the

Before the very beginning there

universe into existence.

God blessed them and said,
“Be fruitful and increase in
number and fill the water in
the seas, and let the birds
increase on the earth.” And
there was evening, and
there was morning —the

second day.

And God said, “Let the water under the
sky be gathered to one place, and let dry
ground appear.” And it was so. God called
the dry ground “land,” and the gathered
waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it
was good.
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fifth day.

And God said, “Let the land produce liv-
ing creatures according to their kinds: live-
stock, creatures that move along the ground,
and wild animals, each according to its kind.”
And it was so. God made the wild animals
according to their kinds, the livestock accord-
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ing to their kinds, and all the creatures that
move along the ground according to their
kinds. And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “ Let us make man in our
image, inour likeness, and let themrule over
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air,
over thelivestock, over all theearth, and over
all the creaturesthat move along the ground.”

S0 God created man in his own image,
intheimage of God he created him; maleand
female he created them.

God blessed them and said to them, “ Be
fruitful and increasein number; fill the earth
and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea
and the birds of the air and over every living
creature that moves on the ground.”

Then God said, “I give you every seed-
bearing plant on the face of the whole earth
and every tree that has fruit with seed in it.
They will be yours for food. And to all the
beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air
and all the creatures that move on the
ground—everything that hasthe breath of life
init—I giveevery green plant for food.” And
it was so.

God saw all that he had made, and it was
very good. And there was evening, and there
was mor ning—the sixth day.

Thusthe heavens and the earth were com+
pleted in all their vast array.

By the seventh day God had finished the
work he had been doing; so on the seventh
day he rested from all his work. And God
blessed the seventh day and made it haly,
because on it he rested from all the work of
creating that he had done.

This is the account of the heavens and
the earth when they were created.

Before the very beginning there was only God.
He spoke the universe into existence.

On aclear night with the naked eye we can see
ten thousand points of light. A few are nearby plan-
ets of our own solar system shining with reflected
light. Thousands are stars in the Milky Way. Thou-
sands more are entire galaxies far distant in the uni-
verse. Theten thousand we can seeare only the small-
est fraction of the heavens.

An average galaxy has billions of individual
stars—our galaxy has 200 billion. With telescopes
and photographs we can see far beyond what the na-
ked eye could ever possibly see. The distance from

oneside of an average galaxy to the other sideis 600
thousand trillion miles. The distance between galax-
iesaverages 20 milliontrillion miles. In“light years”
(measured by the speed of light at 186,000 miles per
hour alight year is approximately 6 trillion miles),
the average galaxy measures 100,000 light yearsand
the distance between galaxiesis3 million light years.

Stars are hot and stars are moving. They reach
20 million degrees Fahrenheit. It takes 250 million
years for our sun to make a complete spiral rotation
through the Milky Way.

The next closest galaxy to our Milky Way isthe
Andromeda Galaxy at a distance of 2 million light
years. That means that the light we see is 2 million
years old when we see it. We are seeing the way it
was 2 million years ago. The heavens are huge and
magnificent, far beyond our comprehension or con-
trol. * In the beginning, God created the heavens. . .

When God crested the heavens he also created
the earth. But initialy the earth was “ formless and
empty.” For some great unspecified eons the earth
was here but unlike the way we know it today. Then
God began to turn the formless empty earth into a
paradise for human habitation. We are not told when
or how. The history of therest of the vast universeis
left unreported. Thisis not the story of someone or
somewhere else. Thisisour story, the story of earth
and humanity.

In six creative days God turned a mess into ev-
erything we know as our earthly home. They are
called days, but detail s are not given. We arenot told
if those dayswerelong or short, 24 hoursor millions
of years. The focus is not on the clock but on the
Creator.

Day 1 God created light. It was not the light of
the sun; that was to come later. Perhaps it was the
light of God or, as modern astronomerswould say, it
may have been the light that was brought about by
the Big Bang origin of the universe. Whatever it was,
God made the light.

Day 2 God created atmosphere. Water covered
the earth. Now God separated the water between the
surface of the earth and the moisture that surrounds
our earth. He set up a system whereby rains would
come from the sky and moisture would come from
thelakes and the seas and there would be an ongoing
cycle repeated.

Day 3 God created land and plants. God was cre-
ating ahomefor humans—dry land asaplacetolive
and vegetation for food and shelter. God's creative
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power was moving from the vast to the intricate. He
was artistic and varied in the plants he made.

On Day 4 God created the sun, moon and stars
and we see asystem-taking form: apattern for nights
and days; a primary source of energy for life; an or-
ganizing of everything that previously seemed to be
chaotic.

Day 5 God created birds and fish. Again we see
hisbrilliant creativity and variety at work asGod fills
the seas and sky with animals and provides for them
to bountifully reproduce.

In God's last and greatest burst of creativity on
Day 6 he created animalsand humans. We were made
in God’'s image—like God! We were designed to be
God's representatives on earth, to manage his mas-
terpiece. He provided food for usto eat. He made us
asmalesand females and designed sexual intercourse
as a source of pleasure, intimacy and reproduction.

Every day God stopped and surveyed what he
had done and observed that it was good. He did not
make an evil world but a good world. It is carefully
designed and ordered to work well and to be beauti-
ful. Thiswas God at hiscreative best—and it resulted
inus!

creativity. In Colossians 1:16 in the New Testament
it says, “ For by him all things were created: things
in heaven and on earth, visibleand invisible, whether
thronesor powersor rulersor authorities; all things
were created by him and for him.”

Weareall well aware of the debate between be-
lieversand unbelieversover creation and certain theo-
ries of evolution. It is a debate between intelligent
design and chance. Was this simply the result of a
wholeseriesof hillions of coincidencesthat happened
over enormous periods of timeor hasal of this hap-
pened because of the creativity of a brilliant archi-
tect?

It is not primarily about the details of the cre-
ation story and scientific evidence. There are promi-
nent scientists who strongly believe that God cre-
ated everything, but there are different opinions about
the details of how God did it. Many say the days of
creation were long periods of time (which is one of
the ways that the Bible uses the word “day”). The
Bible is not seeking to present a modern scientific
academic paper or a detailed account of creation. It
isastory for al ages and cultures—communicating
simple truth about how ev-

However, it is impor-
tant that we not mistakenly
misplace the center of im-
portance. God isthe subject
of every creative act. It is
God who created, not us.
Thisis about God. We are
thebeneficiariesbut Godis

This is one of the most basic
guestions of life: Do we think
and behaveasif wearethe own-
ersor God isthe owner?

erything began with God.
Unfortunately, there are
some who won'’t even con-
sider the possibility of the
biblical story. An article ap-
peared in the Wall Street
Journal that told about aChi-
nese pal eontol ogist who was

still central. Everything is
about God and his greatness and goodness.

On the Day 7 God rested. That is not to say that
God took a nap or that God slept or that God aban-
doned hisresponsihilities of running the universe he
created. But God did stop what he was doing. He
was finished creating his wonderful world. He was
pleased. This great God had done a marvelous job
and it was very good.

The significance of thisisin the creation itself.
Every timetheverb “create” appearsin the Old Tes-
tament it tells what God did; it is never about what
we do. We are not creators. As much as we may be
impressed with our human ability to invent machines
and medicines, we are merely the stewards of what
God hasaready created. We do not even pretend that
we can speak agalaxy into existence or imagineinto
reality a whole world that does not already exist.
Everything that is finds its origins in God and his

traveling the world giving
lectures about recent discoveriesin his country that
arenot consistent with the Darwinian Theory of Evo-
lution. When his lectures upset some American sci-
entists he said, “In China we can criticize Darwin
but not the government. In America you can criti-
cize the government but not Darwin.” He was say-
ing there ought to be an open mind to consider the
possibility of the biblical account that “ In the begin-
ning God created the heavens and the earth.”

Creation defines ownership. Because God made
everything God ownseverything. Psalm 24:1-2 says,
“The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the
world, and all who liveinit; for he founded it upon
the seas and established it upon the waters.”

The ownership of God quickly became a major
source of conflict or harmony between God and hu-
mans. God wanted to generously share his creation
with his creatures. He made everything very good

FBS-01 ¢ Pace 3



— —
— —

—_ —
—~ —~
— —

fai?h matters® faith matters® faith matters® faith matters® faith matters®

and wanted us to enjoy it. Tragically, long ago and
now as well, many insist they are the owners. We
talk and think asif we are accountable only to our-
selves—that it is up to us how we treat the earth,
what we do with our bodies, how we handle our
money. But, if everything belongs to God the Cre-
ator then we are accountable to the owner. This is
one of the most basic questions of life: Do we think
and behave as if we are the owners or God is the
owner? This influences and impacts absolutely ev-
erything we do. It isan essential difference between
a Christian and a non-Christian.

Ownership determines control. The truth is that
if God created everything and God owns everything
then God is in charge. He owns the world and he
runs the world. If we understand God's ownership,
his control and his goodness we will do everything
in our lives to align with God. This is good; it is
smart; it pleases God; and it gives us the best life
possible.

Interestingly, therest of the story of the Bibleis
that God alows rebellion against his control. He al-
lows usto pollute hisenvironment, refuse to believe
histruth, behaveimmorally and otherwisetry to take
away God's control of the world and our lives.

Some may think that God istoo tolerant and al-
lows too much latitude that causes huge pain and
problems in our world. The truth is that no matter
how much freedom God hasgiven to ushewill never
relinquish his ultimate authority. A pagan emperor
named Nebuchadnezzar went through his own re-
bellion against God. He learned the hard way and
eventually admitted in Daniel 4:34-35:

(God's) dominion is an eternal domin-
ion; hiskingdomenduresfrom generation to
generation. All the peoples of the earth are
regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases
with the powers of heaven and the peoples
of the earth. No one can hold back his hand
or say to him: “ What have you done?”

It is important to say something here that may
be uncomfortable for somebut it needsto be said. It
isthat God isin ultimate control whether we like it
or not and whether we believe it or not. Some of us
may not agree with him. We may not like him. We
may not believein him. Thetruthisthat we can say
or do or believe whatever we choose but God is still
in charge and there is nothing we can ever do to
change God's power and authority. We may kick and

scream and try to run away but God is still God. God
isthe creator, owner and boss.

The good news is that this is a boss who loves
this world and loves all of us who are in his world.
The great declaration of Jesusisin John 3:16 where
we read, “ For God so loved the world that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever believesin him
shall not perish but have eternal life.” God loves our
world. God loves us. God always acts toward us for
good. It is absolutely amazing and wonderful that
the God who created the heavens and the earth loves
usand our world. Heloves usenough to alow usthe
freedom to rebel and loves us enough to pursue us
for redemption. He loved us enough to sacrifice his
beloved Son on our behalf.

Think about that. Realize how small and com-
paratively insignificant each of usisin auniverse so
vast. Realize how easily God could forget about us
or destroy us like an irritating Minnesota summer
mosquito. Instead, thisgreat God caresfor and loves
you and me. It isstunning that God would even know
whoweare. Itisamazing that God would care about
the details of our lives.

Our response should be to worship him. Wor-
ship is acknowledging greatness and behaving ac-
cordingly. Itisonly logical and normal that we should
say that God isgreat, God isgood and we fully com-
mit our lives to him. This is our duty. This is our
destiny. Thisis our honor and privilege.

The last book of the Bible, Revelation 4:11, de-
scribes a magnificent scenein heaven. The angels of
heaven have crowns that by earthly standards would
be beyond value. They approach the throne of God
and take their crowns and place them before God.
Then in unison they speak saying, “ You are worthy,
our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and
power, for you created all things, and by your will
they were created and have their being.”

Our design, our destiny and our privilege is to
worship our Creator!
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