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The After-Easter Encounter « Luke 24:13-35

Most biographies end with death: the story is
over, the life is finished and there's nothing more
to say. But Jesus' biography was anything but over.
Chapter 24 of Luke'sbiography of Jesusbeganwith
hisresurrection, but Easter wasn't over. Starting at
verse 13 Luke wrote:

Now that same day two of them were
going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven milesfrom Jerusalem. They weretalk-
ing with each other about everything that
had happened. Asthey talked and discussed
these things with each other, Jesus himself
came up and walked along with them; but
they were kept from recognizing him.

He asked them, “ What are you discuss-
ing together as you walk along?”

They stood still, their faces downcast.
One of them, named Cleopas, asked him,
“ Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and
do not know the things that have happened
there in these days?”

“What things,” he asked.

“ About Jesus of Nazareth,” they re-
plied. “ He was a prophet,

Christ have to suffer these things and then
enter hisglory?” And beginning with Moses
and all the Prophets, he explained to them
what was said in all the Scriptures concern-
ing himself.

Asthey approached thevillagetowhich
they were going, Jesus acted as if he were
going farther. But they urged him strongly,
“ Say with us, for it is nearly evening; the
day is almost over.” So he went in to stay
with them.

When hewas at the table with them, he
took bread, gave thanks, broke it and be-
ganto giveit to them. Then their eyeswere
opened and they recognized him, and he
disappeared from their sight. They asked
each other, “ Were not our hearts burning
within uswhile hetalked with uson theroad
and opened the Scriptures to us?”

They got up and returned at once to
Jerusalem. Therethey found the Eleven and
those with them assembled together and
saying, “ Itistrue! The Lord hasrisen and

has appeared to

powerful inword and deed
before God and all the
people. The chief priests
and our rulershanded him
over to be sentenced to
death, and they crucified
him; but we had hoped
that he was the one who
was going to redeem Is-
rael. And what is more, it

Jesus the Messiah came to live
and dieand live again in order to
redeem the people of Israel and

way God said it would happen.

Smon.” Then the
two told what had
happened on the
way, and how Jesus
was recognized by

therest of thehuman race. Every- :Eag‘gg] hebroke
) e or .
thing had happened exactly the It was feast

time in Jerusalem
and the historical

is the third day since all
this took place. In addition, some of our
women amazed us. They went to the tomb
early thismorning but didn’t find his body.
They came and told usthat they had seen a
vision of angels, who said he was alive.
Then some of our companions went to the
tomb and found it just as the women had
said, but him they did not see.”
Hesaid to them, “ How foolish you are,
and how slow of heart to believe all that
the prophets have spoken! Did not the

record tells us that
thereweretensof thousands of touriststhere. There
wasn’t room for everyoneto stay. Most had to camp
out or stay inthe suburbs. That's probably why two
men were walking the seven miles west from
Jerusalem back to their home town of Emmaus.
As they walked they were full of the current
eventsthat filled the evening newsreport, much as
we would discuss some terrorist bombing or the
latest change in the stock market or some new
miracledrug onthe market. They shared facts, gave
analysis and argued their differing opinions.
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Asthey walked along another man caught up
with them. He was Jesus, although they did not
recognize him. Jesus asked what they weretalking
about. They couldn’t believe he didn’t already
know. Oneof theoriginal two, Cleopas, asked, “ Are
you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know
the things that have happened in these days?”

It wasimpossiblefor them to imaginethat any-
one could be walking out of Jerusalem and not
know about the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth.
By that time the whole city was buzzing with sto-
riesand rumors about hisbody being missing. This
guy had to be from out of town.

The truth was that Jesus did know. He knew
far more than anyone elsedid, but hedidn’t let on.
Instead he asked them, “What things have happened
in these days?’ Thiswas and is absolutely consis-
tent with Jesus' style. He has always started where
the other person is at. Story after story in Jesus
biography reports him asking first about the other
person, beginning with their questions or starting
with their needs. He was a marvelous listener.

When Jesus asked they blurted out the whole
story about what had happened:

1. Therewasaprophet from God named Jesus
of Nazareth.

2. Hewas a powerful speaker and amiracle
worker.

3. Thereligiousleaders had him crucified.

4. Lots of people (including these two) had
high hopes that Jesus would be the Messiah to re-
deem the nation of Israel from political oppression.

5. All thiswasthreedaysago (and you would
think it would be over).

6. Some women went to visit his tomb, dis-
covered the body gone and reported seeing angels.
Since alot of men didn’t believe women in those
days, they added that some men also went to the
tomb and verified the women’s report.

That was the news and it needed some inter-
pretation, for athough we like to say that news
should be absolutely objective, the redlity is that
when something happensit is difficult to not give
it some spin or understanding. So Jesus explained:

“ How foolish you are, and how slow of
heart to believe all the prophets have spo-
ken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these
things and then enter his glory?” And be-

ginning with Moses and all the Prophets,
he explained to them what was said in all
the Scriptures concerning himself.

Thiswasneither atragedy nor amistake. Jesus
was no | ess the Messiah because he was crucified
and died. To the contrary, thiswasthe plan of God
and theteaching of the Bible. Jesusquoted the Bible
from Moses at the beginning of the Old Testament
to the prophets at the end of the Old Testament.
Story after story, teaching after teaching, quote af-
ter quoteall predicted exactly what happened. Jesus
the Messiah cameto liveand dieand liveagainin
order to redeem the people of Israel and the rest of
the human race. Everything had happened exactly
theway God said it would happen. It was amazing
theway hefit all the piecesinto this beautiful pic-
ture that explained the news of the day.

“As they approached the village to
which they were going, Jesus acted asif he
were going farther. But they urged him
strongly, ‘Stay with us, for it is nearly
evening; theday isalmost over.” So hewent
in to stay with them.”

This, too, was typically Jesus. He was so gra-
cious and courteous; he did not impose himself
upon them. Hewouldn't cometo their table or into
their home unless he was invited to do so. That's
how heis. Eventoday Jesus does not force himself
upon us. If we don't want to take him home, we
don’'t haveto. Theinvitation isup to usjust asthe
invitation was up to them.

They were fascinated by this man whom they
did not recognize. They loved theway hetold them
about the Bible. They enjoyed his presence. They
wanted him to stay, so they invited him for dinner
and to be their guest overnight.

But why didn’t they recognize him?They said
they were hisfollowers. Thetruthisthat sometimes
wejust don’t recognize people when we should.

One Sunday after the morning service at
Wooddale Church | stood by the door at the end of
the center aisle. A woman walked up to me and
asked me how to find the person who had been
talking up front that morning because she wanted
to talk to him. | honestly didn’t know what to say.
How could someone sit fifty feet away, look and
listen for half an hour and then ask ME where to
find me? When | explained to her that | was the
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guy who had been talking up front she said, “Oh,
well you look different standing here.” She said it
inaway that madeit seem asif | had done some-
thing wrong, like it was my fault that | was un-
recognizable.

But let me tell you about a more serious
case.Some years ago a news story told about par-
entswho received atelephone call from the police
that their college-aged daughter had been killed in
an automobile crash. They were asked to go to the
morgue to identify her body. They went, saw the
body and identified it as their daughter.It was the
worst experience of their lives.

Several days later they received a phone call
from their daughter. They

spiritual and biblical insights that touched their
hearts, so even though he was the guest they let
him lead the meal asif he werethe host. The staple
food was bread.He picked up the bread and blessed
it, brokeit and handed it to each one. It wassimply
ashared meal with anew friend, but suddenly ev-
erything changed.In an instant they recognized him
to be Jesus of Nazareth. He was alive!

But why did they recognize Jesus now and not
before? Perhapsit wastheway he prayed. Hetalked
to God and asked for God's blessing in away that
was unique. Perhapsit wastheway he broke bread.
Maybe they had been there when he fed 5000 with
just afew loaves. Perhaps they saw the nail scars
on his hands for the first time.

thought it wasacruel prank, but

Perhapsit was none of these. Per-

it wasn't. She was alive! It
turned out that another coed of
similar size and hair color had
borrowed their daughter’s car
for the weekend while their
daughter had gone home with

Even today Jesus does not
forcehimsalf upon us. If we
don’t want to take him
home, we don’t have to.
Theinvitation isup to us.

hapsit wasall of theseand more.

What took placeiscalled by
social scientistsa“psychological
conversion.” Have you ever
stared at a brick wall and seen
nothing but blocks in lines and

her roommate. It wasn't until

stacks with mortar in between?

their daughter returned to cam-
pus that she heard what had happened and called
home.

How could you possibly misidentify your own
daughter? Well, if you were absolutely convinced
shewas dead maybe any of us could makeasimilar
mistake.

That's what those two men on the road to
Emmaus did. They were convinced that Jesus was
dead. When you are already convinced you see—
or don’t see—what best fitsyour convictions. And
it'sthe same way with people today. Some people
are convinced that Jesusis not the Messiah, that he
is not the Son of God, that he didn’t rise from the
dead, that he can’t transform a person’slife. Even
when Jesus comes up close and talks out loud they
still don’'t recognize and still don’t believe.

When Jesus went into the house they did rec-
ognize him. “ When he was at the table with them
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to
give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and
they recognized him.”

It wasan ordinary meal. They camein fromthe
highway and they were enamored with thisstranger.
Increasingly they honored him as special. He had

And then you see a pattern that
lookslikeahouse or aperson or ageometric shape.
You never noticed it before, but now looking at
that wall you can’t NOT seethat geometric design.
Or on alovely summer day you're outside with
friends and as you look up at the billowy clouds
your friend asks what you see in the shape of the
cloud. You say that you see nothing but a billowy
white cloud, but your friend sees Barney the dino-
saur. You look and look but there's no Barney up
there. Then suddenly Barney appears. You seethe
same cloud in adifferent way. It'sapsychological
conversion.

But there was more going on here. It wasn't
just that they saw Jesus differently. It wasthat God
had opened their eyes and now they recognized
him. The Spirit of God did somethingintheir hearts
and heads that changed the way they saw every-
thing. Did they doit? Did they make achoice?Yes.
Did God do it? Yes. That's the way conversion
works. God touches our lives and we change our
minds and conversion takes place. We see and hear
Jesus asmore than acharacter walking withusina
conversation about history. We see him as our per-
sonal Savior and Lord of life. In aninstant, conver-
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siontakesplace. It isawonderful and transforming
experience. It wasfor themand it isfor us.

“Thentheir eyeswere opened and they recog-
nized him, and he disappeared from their sight.”
Please don’'t think that Jesus disappeared the in-
stant they recognized him. That would be to to-
tally missthe point. Instead, we need to understand
something very special about the resurrection of
Jesus. Jesus rose from the dead in the same body
that was crucified and died. It was the same but
different inthat he could now moveinstantly from
placeto place. In John’s biography of Jesus (20:19,
26) hetellsabout Jesus going through locked doors
into roomsfull of people. He could instantly move
from earth to heaven. Can wefully understand and
explain this? Probably not, but we'll experienceit.
The Bible teaches that as Christianswe will some
day haveresurrection bodieslikethe body of Jesus
and we will be able to do the same things!

| love what they said right after Jesus disap-
peared. “ Were not our hearts burning within us
while he talked with us on the road and opened
the Scriptures to us?” That is one of the distinc-
tive marks of a converted person; he or she hasa
heart burning with Jesus! Thereisalingering fire
from being with him and alasting lovefor theBible
and itswords. Those who have not personally ex-
perienced Jesus simply do not understand this.
Their hearts are cold and the Bibleis dull. But for
those whose lives have been transformed by the
risen Christ, the soul is on fire and the Bible is a
wonder to learn and understand.

What happened next could not wait till morn-
ing. Even though the evening meal wasover and it
wastimetocall itaday andgotobed. ..

They got up and returned at once to Jerusa-
lem. There they found the Eleven and those with
them, assembled together and saying, “It is true!
The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.”
Then the two told what had happened on the way,
and how Jesus was recognized by them when he
broke the bread.

Thenatural, normal, inevitableresponseto
apersonal encounter with Jesusisto sharethat
experience with others. You can't be trans-
formed by God and keep quiet about it. One of
the greatest proofsthat a person isaChristian is
that shetellssomeoneelse. Itistherest of the Eas-

ter story: the women at the empty tomb, Simon Pe-
ter and now the two from Emmaus.

Recently | received a letter from a man who
livesin Chicago. | had written to him about abusi-
ness matter relating to abook. In hisreply hetold
about sitting next to a stranger on a recent flight
from Boston to Chicago. She shared with him her
Christian faith. He didn’t remember her name but
he did remember that she was from Wooddale
Church. | loved the story, not just because shewas
from Wooddal e, but most of all because she expe-
rienced Jesus Christ as her Savior and Lord and
shares her experience with those she meetsin her
travels.

It doesn’t matter whether it was a long time
ago on a seven mile journey between Jerusalem
and Emmaus or on a modern thousand mile flight
between Boston and Chicago. It is the same now
as it was then, that those who have experienced
Jesus Christ tell others about him.

| inviteto you to your own after-Easter encoun-
ter with therisen Christ. Review the story. Encoun-
ter thetruth. Recognize Jesus. Be converted so that
you see him in a completely new way. Be trans-
formed by him. Share the experience with every-
one who will listen.

ComeL ord Jesus. Teach usasyou taught those
along that road to Emmaus. Comeinto our homes.
Sit at our tables. Changetheway we seeyou. Make
our hearts burn with your truth. Fill our heartsun-
til we gladly and joyfully share you with others.
We pray to you, our risen Christ. Amen
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