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Top Ten Reasons to Be a Christian 1 Peter 1:8-9

David Letterman is famous for his Top Ten Lists
on The Late Show. They are a humorous way to
quickly say ten things about one topic.

No doubt you have heard lists of ten or more
reasons not to be a Christian. They include other
religions, hypocrites in the church, alleged contra-
dictions in the Bible and plain old apathy. I'm con-
vinced that there are very good responses to those
who argue against Christian faith and commitment.
The problem is that we can give so much time and
effort to answering the critics and cynics that we
never get around to telling the good news of Chris-
tian faith and life.

Today is not about answering the negatives but
stating some of the positives. Actually, the list is too
long for our limited time, so we’ll take ten, ten top
reasons for being a Christian.

Reason #1 is that Christianity is true. What the
Bible says about God, Jesus, sin, faith, the human
condition, eternal life, heaven and hell are all true.
The Bible is, by far, the best attested historical docu-
ment of the ancient world. Two thousand years of
scholarship have tested and accredited biblical
claims. The Bible has been reviewed, analyzed and
critiqued by historians, scientists, archaeologists,
philosophers and theolo-

organ of our bodies. Therefore, we have a systemic
illness. We are still alive and walking but we have a
serious problem. Without outside help we are
goners.

When we are honest with ourselves we all ac-
knowledge that we are sinners. It is one of the rea-
sons we cover up to make ourselves look good. If
we weren’t sinners we would never be embarrassed
or ashamed by any of our thoughts or our actions.
There would be no problem showing on public
screens all our thoughts, words and deeds over the
past 30 days.

Do you remember the true story of the Apollo
mission to the moon chronicled in the movie star-
ring Tom Hanks? When they realized that the space
ship had been severely damaged and they did not
have enough oxygen to get back to earth, Tom
Hanks’ character radioed back to NASA the most
memorable line of the film: “Houston, we have a
problem!”

We humans have a problem. We’re headed to
eternity and we don’t have enough good in us to get
to God. We are going to die forever if we don’t get
some help. So our famous line is, “God, we have a
problem.” We don’t want to die forever. We aren’t

interested in hell. We want God

gians.

Christianity tells the
truth that God created the
world, that human beings
sinned, that God cared

...every part of us is corrupted
by sin and distanced from God.

to save us as much as the as-
tronauts wanted Houston to
save them. That’s a very good
reason to become a Christian
because Christians get to ex-

and that Jesus came to
earth, lived a perfect life, died on the cross to pay
for our sin, rose from the dead and offers to us eter-
nal life. If Christianity isn’t true then nothing else
on the list much matters. But it is true. The Bible is
right. Jesus said it well, claiming to be “the way, the
truth and the life” in John 14:6.

Reason #2 is that we are all sinners. The Bible
teaches that every one of us is a sinner. In Romans
3:23 we see that “all have sinned” and in Romans
3:10 we read, “There is no one righteous, not even
one.” This is not to say that people don’t do good
things. The reality is that most people do good things
on a frequent basis. But it is to say that every part of
us is corrupted by sin and distanced from God. Sin
is like a terminal virus that has contaminated every

hale sin and breathe in the life-
saving righteousness of Jesus Christ.

So, we’re sinners. We have a problem. Becom-
ing a Christian solves that sin problem.

Reason #3 is that Christianity works. There are
a billion testimonials to the effectiveness of faith in
Jesus Christ.

Three out of four weekends at Wooddale Church
we hear a FaithStory of exactly how Christian faith
worked in the life of someone from Wooddale
Church. For more than 25 years I have been listen-
ing to these stories (and [ usually get to read them in
advance as well as hear them multiple times on Sat-
urday nights and Sunday mornings) and I am to-
tally impressed with the astonishing variety of these
autobiographies: Young children; people in their 90s;
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married and single; different races, ethnic and lan-
guage backgrounds; celebrities and ordinary folk;
thosewho areterrifically successful and otherswho
have had alifetime of problems and failures. Some
believed easily with young faith and others have
searched and studied for decades. Their stories are
laced with sickness, healing, life and death issues,
accidents, murders, abortions, assaults, depression,
prosperity, poverty and just about every other hu-
man experience. They all come around to the same
conclusion—Christianity works. God met their need.
Jesus chased them down. Their lives were saved.
Their needs were met.

This is no theoretical religion or abstract phi-
losophy. Becoming a Christian makes a huge dif-
ference in people's lives. It saves people from sin,
meetsthem in their need and transformstheir lives.
In ahuge understatement, “becoming a Christianis
areally good deal.”

Reason #4 isthat God loves us. Of course, this
iswhy God sent his Son to die on the cross for us.
There would be no Christianity if God didn't love
us. Romans 5:6-8 says.

You see, at just the right time, when we
were still powerless, Christ died for the un-
godly. Very rarely will anyonediefor arigh-
teous man, though for a good man someone
might possibly dare to die. But God demon-
strates his own love for usin this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.

It is indescribably spectacular that God loved
us enough to give his Son for us. But reason num-
ber four is pretty powerful al by itself. To be loved
by God is amazing.

Sometimes we hear stories about rich, power-
ful, famous people who aretotally mean to ordinary
people. Ontelevision adsand in public appearances
they seem nice enough but the real person is over-
bearing, unkind, arrogant and demeaning. | won’t
list the names of some famous people who have re-
cently had their darker siderevealed by court docu-
ments or “tell al” biographies, but you can prob-
ably guess.

The point hereis that God is nothing like that.
Although, he could be! God could blow us away
and never give us another thought. It's not like he
needs us or that we have anything to offer himin
return. To the contrary, we humansare notoriousfor
the bad ways we treat God and the frequency with

which we swear with his name. God is the biggest
celebrity of al. Heisaninfinitetrillion timesricher
than everyone else put together. God is all-impor-
tant. He doesn't need us. Yet, helovesus. God loves
you morethan your mom ever loved you. God loves
you more than you love your best friend. God isthe
ultimate lover. Hetreats uswith dignity and respect.
Heis aways there for us.

When someone loves me, | like them. When
someone loves me | want to love them back, vote
for them and send cards and thank you notesto them.
When someone loves me | want to play on their
team, work for their company and be their friend.

God lovesyou and God lovesme. That isavery
good reason to be a Christian!

Reason #5 isforgiveness. Weall need to befor-
given. That's because we are al sinners.

St. Paul was so keenly aware of his sins and
mistakes that he described himself as the worst of
sinners. While it is difficult for me to think of St.
Paul as worse than Hitler or Stalin, that’s the way
he saw himself. Sensing his sin, he was hungry for
forgivenessand delighted in the mercy God showed.
That iswhy he wrote in 1 Timothy 1:15-16:

Here is a trustworthy saying that de-
serves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners—of whom |
amtheworst. But for that very reason | was
shown mercy so that in me, theworst of sin-
ners, Christ Jesus might display his unlim-
ited patience as an example for those who
would believeon himand receive eternal life.

Yearsago | tried to hel p some people who were
caught in a very difficult situation. By the time |
became aware of what had happened, therewas sig-
nificant fear piling up. | tried my best to help them.
| tried my very best, but clearly | did not meet their
expectations and they were disappointed with me. |
hurt for them. In time it actually worked out amaz-
ingly well, but I vividly recall a conversation that
took placewhenthecrisiswasat itspeak. They were
so angry over what had happened. | told them | was
sorry. | apologized for not hel ping them more. They
turned on me and said words | have remembered.
They told me they were offended that | had not
handled their situation better and that they would
“never forgive” me for failing them.

To“never beforgiven” istoforever carry abur-
den of blame and guilt. | can hardly imaginewhat it
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would be like to be told that by God. What if God
assessed every sin | ever committed, every mistake
| ever made and everything | failed todothat | should
have done? What if God looked me in the eye and
said, “1 will never forgiveyou!” ? The burden of guilt
would crush all the happiness out of life. The sense
of failurewould destroy any hope| could ever have.

But God isjust the opposite. Whatever we have
donethat we shouldn’t have

So, become a Christian and this life leads to
heaven. Forever alivewith God! Thebest of the best!
No more pain, no more disease, no more unemploy-
ment or tears or death. It isparadise! It isone of the
very top reasons to become a Christian.

Reason#7 ishelpfor living right now. The ben-
efits of being a Christian don’t begin when we die.
They begin right now. Being a Christian is not the

spiritual equivalent of apre-

done, whatever we should

paid funeral plan whereyou

have donethat wedidn’t do,
God forgives. God lets us
off the hook. Jesusevenfor-
gave those who crucified
himwhilehewasbeing cru-
cified. The burden of guilt

The benefits of being a Christian
don’t begin when we die. They
begin right now.

don’'t get the benefits until
you die. Being a Christian
makes a difference now as
well asforever.

On February 16, 2004,
ABC’sDiane Sawyer inter-

islifted andlifeischanged.

That kind of forgiveness lifts us to the heights
of exhilaration. It sets us free from guilt. Our bur-
den of failure is lifted and our sins are forgiven.
Forgiveness and freedom from guilt is clearly one
of the very best reasons for being a Christian.

Reason #6 is heaven. It may be the number one
reason on many lists. That is because just about ev-
eryone | know wants life after death. No one wants
to go to hell. Going to heaven is such a pervasive
desire that the least religious people talk asif it is
guaranteed. Rock stars die of overdoses and their
friends say they have gone to the “Big Pot Party in
the Sky.” Total strangers talk about a neighbor dy-
ing and say, “He's better off in heaven.” Those in-
volved in Holy Wars and suicide bombers die con-
vinced that they are headed to heaven.

What is different about Christianity isthe guar-
antee and credibility. Jesus once lived in heaven.
Jesus came to earth, lived a perfect life, died, came
back to life again and went back to heaven. So he
knows. He's been there. He has firsthand experi-
ence. Christianity isn't about wishful thinking or
wild speculation. It is a promise. Jesus said in
John 14:1-3:

“Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Trustin God; trust alsoinme. Inmy Father’s
house are many rooms; if it were not so, |
would havetold you. | amgoing thereto pre-
pare aplacefor you. Andif | go and prepare
a place for you, | will come back and take
you to bewith methat you also may be where
| am.”

viewed Mel Gibson on
PrimeTime Live. Most of the interview focused on
his film “The Passion of the Christ.” After dealing
with the controversiesthat were swirling around the
film’s opening, the interview turned personal.
Gibson admitted that he produced the film as a be-
liever, as one whose life had been radically altered
by Jesus Christ. At one point Gibson said, “I have
to believe.” That seemed to confuse Diane Sawyer
and she said, “You have to believe?’ He answered,
“l haveto....” “Why?’ sheasked. “So | can hope.
Sol canlive”

Mel Gibson is not a trained theologian, but he
tapped into aprofound biblical truth. Belief in Jesus
not only gives us hope for eternity but help to live
today.

Thebiblical expression “eternal life” isn't quite
what it seemswhen trandated into English. It sounds
to uslike it ismost about quantity of lifewhenitis
really most about quality of life. First written in
Greek, the expression literally means “life of the
ages’ or “life of eternity.” The point is that we get
the life of God here and now. Without Jesus Christ
we are stuck with earth life. With Jesus Christ we
begin God-life. It istruethat it lasts forever, but the
greatest reality isthat we get thelife of eternity start-
ing right away.

Thedifferenceisobviousto see. Thosewho are
Christians have a better life. Christians have God
helping them through their best and their worst of
days. We aren’'t on our own. God helps Christians
al thetime.
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Reason #8 is fellowship. Christians belong to
thefamily of God. Weare part of the church of Jesus
Christ. We are never alone. Others share our val-
ues, care about our needs, become our friends and
stand by us.

Not all Christianstake advantage of thisdivine
benefit, but those who do arerichly rewarded. It is
the supernatural combination of being on a team,
belonging to afamily, joining a club, sharing a vi-
sion, experiencing community and never ever be-
ing alone.

I can tell you from personal experience that |
have met people around theworld who seemto have
very little in common with me. We have different
first languages, different nationalities, difference
race, different gender, different socio-economic sta-
tus and athousand other differences but we share a
bond in Jesus Christ that makes us part of the same
eternal family. It isavery good reason to be afol-
lower of Jesus.

Reason #9 is the Holy Spirit. Every Christian,
at themoment of becoming aChristian, hasthe Holy
Spirit move into his or her body.

Thegoal of most religionsof theworld through-
out history has been to connect with God. People
work, pray, make sacrifices and hopefor apersonal
connection with God. Christians have God cometo
us! We aretold in 1 Corinthians 6:19 that the Spirit
of God moves into our bodies. We become the
temple/home of the Spirit of God.

You' ve seen signs on hotels or restaurants that
say “Under New Management”. They signal that a
new day has arrived and someone better, smarter
and more creative is now in charge. When we be-
comeaChristianitisasif we have abanner across
our bodies saying “ Under New Management”. God
himself has moved in to manage our lives. God-in-
us helping, protecting, giving wisdom and making
usinto all God wants us to be.

Reason #10 is others. Let me explain. When
we become Christians we touch the lives of others
for good. We become better children, parents, hus-
bands, wives, friends, employees and neighbors.
Chrigtian faith transforms communities, unitesfami-
lies and improves our world.

I remember walking through slums outside of
New Dehi, India. A man withwhomwewerewal k-
ing who lived nearby said, “You can tell which
houses belong to Christians.” When | asked how
that was possible he replied, “When someone be-

comesaChristianit changestheir home. They clean
it up. Their children even look different because of
the transformation that takes place.”

So, we played a game. As we walked along, |
would pick out the houses or the children | thought
were from Christian homes. Then we would knock
on the door, they would invite usin and we would
see. And they were Christians! Because, when you
become a Christian everything changes. It becomes
obvious to others around you.

One of the most frequent reports | hear when
someone becomes a Christian isthat “ someone was
praying for me for years.” Faith touches others.
When you become abeliever it isan answer to your
mother’s prayers. When you become abeliever, you
delight your spouse's heart. When you become a
Christian, you make adifferencein thelivesof other
people.

That'sonly ten reasons. There could beten thou-
sand more.

Maybeyou saw themaovie*“Air Force One” star-
ring Harrison Ford as the President of the United
States. The President’s Boeing 747 is hijacked in
flight by terrorists. The President isaformer soldier
who fights back. Eventualy there is no crew and
the planeisgoing down. Only the President and one
terrorist are left.

To rescue the President a zip-line is connected
tothe 747 in an attempt to move the President along
the wire into asmaller plane. Radio contact islost.
Officias are horrified as the radar shows the 7474
go down.

Finally, there is radio contact from the smaller
planeto the war room at the White House. The pilot
says, “Liberty 2-4 ischanging call signs. Liberty 2-
4 is now Air Force One.” It is the presence of the
President that makes the plane Air Force One.

When webelievein Jesus Christ, we change our
call signal. Whatever our names, we become Chris-
tians. It is the presence of Jesus Christ himself in
our lives that makes us Christians!
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