Dependence | February 13, 2022
Summary
Dependence on Jesus alone brings true healing, hope and life.

Scripture
Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and
which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. Here a great number of disabled people used
to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight
years. When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long
time, he asked him, Do you a t to get ell?
Sir, the i alid replied, I ha e o o e to help e i to the pool he the ater is stirred. While
I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of e.
Then Jesus said to him, Get up! Pi k up your
picked up his mat and walked.

at a d alk. At once the man was cured; he

The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who
had ee healed, It is the Sa ath; the la for ids you to arry your at. –John 5:2-10 (NIV)
So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to persecute
him. In his defense Jesus said to them, My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too
a
orki g. For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the
Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.
Jesus gave them this answer: Very truly I tell you, the So a do nothing by himself; he can do
only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. –John
5:16-19 (NIV)
Very truly I tell you, hoe er hears y ord a d elie es hi
ho se t e has eter al life a d
will not be judged but has rossed o er fro death to life. -John 5:24 (NIV)

You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These
are the very Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life. I do ot
accept glory from human beings, but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in
your hearts. I ha e o e i
y Father’s a e, a d you do ot a ept e; ut if so eo e else
comes in his own name, you will accept him.
How can you believe since you accept glory from one another but do not seek the glory that
comes from the only God? But do ot thi k I ill a use you efore the Father. Your a user is
Moses, on whom your hopes are set. If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote
about me. But si e you do ot elie e hat he rote, ho are you goi g to elie e hat I say?
John 5:39-47 (NIV)

Let’s Start
Has someone ever asked you a very surprising question?

Gratitude and Prayer
How did God work in your life since the last time we were together? What is He doing through
you as it relates to your Adopt 7?

Let’s Talk
1. What do you fi d i teresti g a out Jesus’ i tera tio

ith the

a at the Pool of Siloa ?

2. Pastor Kyle spoke about how people look to the wrong things for hope and healing, and
become dependent on the wrong things, such as: success, season (stage of life) and
religious devotion. Has this been true in your life? If so, how?
3. Pastor Kyle said, What God commands simply we love to make complex. Why do you
think this is true? Can you think of examples of this?
4. Some ways we can depend on God are:
 decide (make the decision to follow Jesus)
 deepen (Pastor Kyle used the example of fasting)
 declare (baptism)
Have you depended on God in these ways?
5. What are practical ways to depend on God alone?
6. What changes can you make so you will be totally dependent on God in all things?

Let’s Act
What can you do this week to increase your dependence on God?
Please continue pray for Legacy of Hope and your commitment to it. If you have any questions
about Legacy of Hope, visit wooddale.org/legacy-of-hope.

