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Summary 
In the face of situations that seem to challenge our opportunity for success, we often feel 
compelled to act. However, God has already given us everything we need to live a successful life. 
We have been given God’s Word, and we have been given God’s Spirit. We don’t need to try and 
solve our situation, we only need to commit to honoring God’s Word and be led by his Spirit, and 
God will sort out the situation.  
 

Scripture 
2 Saul chose three thousand men from Israel; two thousand were with him at Mikmash and in the 
hill country of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan at Gibeah in Benjamin. The rest of the 
men he sent back to their homes. 3 Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost at Geba, and the 
Philistines heard about it. Then Saul had the trumpet blown throughout the land and said, “Let 
the Hebrews hear!” 4 So all Israel heard the news: “Saul has attacked the Philistine outpost, and 
now Israel has become obnoxious to the Philistines.” And the people were summoned to join Saul 
at Gilgal. 5 The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand chariots, six thousand 
charioteers, and soldiers as numerous as the sand on the seashore. They went up and camped at 
Mikmash, east of Beth Aven. 6 When the Israelites saw that their situation was critical and that 
their army was hard pressed, they hid in caves and thickets, among the rocks, and in pits and 
cisterns. 7 Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. Saul remained at 
Gilgal, and all the troops with him were quaking with fear. 8 He waited seven days, the time set by 
Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul’s men began to scatter. 9 So he said, “Bring 
me the burnt offering and the fellowship offerings.” And Saul offered up the burnt offering. 10 Just 
as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to greet him. 11 “What have 
you done?” asked Samuel. Saul replied, “When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you 
did not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Mikmash, 12 I thought, 
‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the Lord’s favor.’ 
So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering.” 13 “You have done a foolish thing,” Samuel said. 
“You have not kept the command the Lord your God gave you; if you had, he would have 
established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 14 But now your kingdom will not endure; 
the Lord has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him ruler of his people, because 
you have not kept the Lord’s command.” -1 Samuel 13:2-14 (NIV) 
 
 
 



 
 

6 The Spirit of the Lord will come powerfully upon you, and you will prophesy with them; and you 
will be changed into a different person. 7 Once these signs are fulfilled, do whatever your 
hand finds to do, for God is with you. 8 “Go down ahead of me to Gilgal. I will surely come down 
to you to sacrifice burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, but you must wait seven days until I 
come to you and tell you what you are to do.” -1 Samuel 10:6-8 (NIV) 
 
10 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, 
endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in 
Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of 
them. 12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while 
evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for 
you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those 
from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that 
the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. -2 Timothy 3:10-17 (NIV) 
 
16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in 
your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, 
being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy 
people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this 
love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. -
Ephesians 3:16-19 (NIV) 
 
Let’s Start  
Fill in the blank for you. “If I’m being completely honest, I believe if I had ____________, I would 
feel more successful in this life.” 
 
Gratitude and Prayer 
How did God work in your life since the last time we were together? 
 
Let’s Talk 

1. Consider the conditions Saul was facing. What pressure was Saul feeling? What fears 
might he have been feeling? Can you relate to any of these feelings in your own life?  

 
2. What promises did Saul fail to remember? Why do you think Saul might have forgotten 

these promises? What promises of God have you forgotten? Why do you think you may 
have overlooked those promises? 

 
 
 
 



 
 

3. Pastor Kyle talked about our need to honor God’s Word.  
• What situation are you currently facing where you need to focus on God’s Word 

for guidance?  
• One area Kyle specifically related to is our call to be disciples who make disciples 

for Jesus Christ. Do you believe this is an area Christians are neglecting today? 
Why might this be the case? In whom are you investing spiritually?   

 
4. The second area Pastor Kyle spoke about was being empowered by the Holy Spirit. Read 

Ephesians 3:16-19 out loud. How would being filled with all the fullness of God help you 
with the current situation you are facing?  

 

Let’s Act 
What is one area of your life where you “feel compelled to act?” Pause and look to God’s Word 
and God’s Spirit before taking action. Is his Word calling you to act differently from how you are 
feeling compelled?   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


