
 

 
 

Passing on the Baton 
September 8, 2024 

 
Summary 
Just as the U.S. Men’s Olympic relay team struggles with handoffs despite their speed, we, too, 
must be intentional in mentoring and preparing others to continue the race of life and faith. In 
this sermon, Pastor Dale focuses on the importance of effectively passing on the baton of faith, 
influence and leadership to the next generation, using the biblical example of Joshua 
succeeding Moses. As Wooddale Church welcomes Pastor Kyle to the senior pastor role, 
Pastor Dale highlights five key principles for successful baton-passing.  
 
Scripture 
“I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses.” Joshua 1:3 (NIV) 
 
 “Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land, I swore to 
their ancestors to give them.” Joshua 1:6 (NIV) 
 
 “Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may 
be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” Joshua 
1:8 (NIV) 
 
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 (NIV) 
 
Then they answered Joshua, “Whatever you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you 
send us we will go. Just as we fully obeyed Moses, so we will obey you. Only may the Lord your 
God be with you as he was with Moses.” Joshua 1:16-17 (NIV) 
 
Let’s Start 
What’s the most memorable or surprising handoff you’ve ever witnessed, whether in a sports 
event, movie or everyday life? 
 
Gratitude and Prayer 
How has God worked in your life since we were together? 
 
Let’s Talk 

1. Who are you influencing or mentoring, and how are you preparing them for their future 
roles? 

2. How can you empower others with courage and confidence in their abilities?  
3. Pastor Dale shared five principles for passing the baton: 

● Trust in God’s Unchanging Faithfulness 



 

 
 

● Empower the Next Generation with Courage 

● Stay Grounded in What Matters Most 

● Pass the Baton with Encouragement, Not Fear 

● Support and Celebrate the Journey Together 

Are you incorporating these principles into your life? If so, how? 

4. How can you stay grounded in God’s Word and ensure it guides your actions and 
decisions? 

5. How do you handle the fear or anxiety of passing on responsibilities, and what steps can 
you take to overcome it? 

6. How can you support and celebrate the successes of those you have passed the baton 
to without comparing their achievements to yours? 

 
Let’s Act 
What are some ways you can show support to Pastor Kyle and the other leaders at Wooddale?  
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