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Do Not Be Defined by How It’s Going
January 11, 2026

Summary

In this sermon, Kyle teaches that anxiety often comes from letting outcomes define us, but God
invites us to be defined by who we are in Him. Through the story of Hezekiah, we see a leader
who chose reconciliation, worship and prayer even when his invitation was mocked and the
results were imperfect. Rather than judging success by how things turned out, Hezekiah trusted
God’s gracious and compassionate nature and interceded for people whose hearts were
seeking God, even when they fell short. In the same way, we are reminded that God looks at
the heart, not perfection, and that our identity is not shaped by circumstances, performance or
approval, but by who we are in Jesus, who has overcome the world and offers peace even in
trouble.

Scripture

Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah and also wrote letters to Ephraim and

Manasseh, inviting them to come to the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem and celebrate the
Passover to the Lord, the God of Israel. The king and his officials and the whole assembly in
Jerusalem decided to celebrate the Passover in the second month. They had not been able to
celebrate it at the regular time because not enough priests had consecrated themselves and the
people had not assembled in Jerusalem. The plan seemed right both to the king and to the
whole assembly. They decided to send a proclamation throughout Israel, from Beersheba to
Dan, calling the people to come to Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover to the Lord, the God
of Israel. It had not been celebrated in large numbers according to what was written.

At the king’s command, couriers went throughout Israel and Judah with letters from the king and
from his officials, which read:

“People of Israel, return to the Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, that he may return to
you who are left, who have escaped from the hand of the kings of Assyria. Do not be like your
parents and your fellow Israelites, who were unfaithful to the Lord, the God of their ancestors, so
that he made them an object of horror, as you see. Do not be stiff-necked, as your ancestors
were; submit to the Lord. Come to his sanctuary, which he has consecrated forever. Serve

the Lord your God, so that his fierce anger will turn away from you. If you return to the Lord,
then your fellow Israelites and your children will be shown compassion by their captors and will
return to this land, for the Lord your God is gracious and compassionate. He will not turn his
face from you if you return to him.”

The couriers went from town to town in Ephraim and Manasseh, as far as Zebulun, but people
scorned and ridiculed them. Nevertheless, some from Asher, Manasseh and Zebulun

humbled themselves and went to Jerusalem. Also in Judah the hand of God was on the people
to give them unity of mind to carry out what the king and his officials had ordered, following the
word of the Lord.
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A very large crowd of people assembled in Jerusalem to celebrate the Festival of Unleavened
Bread in the second month. They removed the altars in Jerusalem and cleared away the
incense altars and threw them into the Kidron Valley. 2 Chronicles 30:1-14 (NIV)

Although most of the many people who came from Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun
had not purified themselves, yet they ate the Passover, contrary to what was written. But
Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, “May the Lord, who is good, pardon everyone who sets their
heart on seeking God—the Lord, the God of their ancestors—even if they are not clean
according to the rules of the sanctuary.” And the Lord heard Hezekiah and healed the people. 2
Chronicles 30:18-20 (NIV)

“...if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my
face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven, and | will forgive their sin and
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14 (NIV)

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world.” John 16:33 (NIV)

Let’s Start
Think about the past week. What’s one thing that went better than expected and one thing that
didn’'t?

Gratitude and Prayer
How has God been at work in your life since we last met?

Let’s Talk

1. When you feel anxious, what outcomes or circumstances are you most tempted to let define
your worth?

2. What stands out to you about Hezekiah’s decision to invite people who had hurt or opposed
Judah in the past?

3. How do you usually assess success: by obedience and faithfulness, or by results? Why?

4. What does it mean to you that God looks at the heart rather than perfection or rule-keeping?
5. Can you think of a time when something didn’t go well outwardly, but you still sensed you
were following Jesus completely?

6. How does Jesus’ promise in John 16:33 change the way you view trouble and anxiety in your
life right now?

Let’s Act
What is one area this week where you need to stop being defined by “how it's going” and
instead rest in who you are in Christ?
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