
 

 
 

The Sign of the Gospel 
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Summary 
In “The Sign of the Gospel,” Kyle explains how God used Philip, Peter and John to bring the 
good news of Jesus to Samaria. The people there had mixed beliefs and even practiced 
sorcery, but when they heard about Jesus, many believed and were baptized. Simon the 
sorcerer also believed but wanted to buy the power of the Holy Spirit, showing that his heart 
was still not right before God. True faith can’t be bought or controlled—it’s a gift of grace. When 
Peter and John prayed for the Samaritans to receive the Holy Spirit, it was a powerful sign of 
unity between groups that once hated each other. The greatest sign of God’s power is not 
magic or miracles—it’s a transformed life. Like John, who went from wanting to destroy the 
Samaritans to praying for their blessing, our changed lives are living proof of the gospel’s 
power. 
 
Scripture 
Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, “Teacher, we want to see a 
sign from you.” He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will 
be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. Matthew 12:38-39 (NIV) 
 
And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for 
him; but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. When 
the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from 
heaven to destroy them?” But Jesus turned and rebuked them. Luke 9:52-55 (NIV) 
 
Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the 
people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, and all the people, both high and 
low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, “This man is rightly called the Great Power of 
God.” They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his sorcery. But 
when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God and the name 
of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. Simon himself believed and was 
baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he 
saw. 
 
When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent 
Peter and John to Samaria. When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had 
simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands 
on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
 



 

 
 

When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered 
them money and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may 
receive the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift 
of God with money! You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not 
right before God. Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may 
forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. For I see that you are full of bitterness and 
captive to sin.” 
 
Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said may happen to 
me.” 
 
After they had further proclaimed the word of the Lord and testified about Jesus, Peter and John 
returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages. Acts 8:9-25 (NIV) 

 
Let’s Start 
What’s one way your life looks different because you know Jesus? 
 
Gratitude and Prayer 
How has God been at work in your life since we last met? 
 
Let’s Talk 
1. What stood out to you most from this story in Acts 8? 
2. Kyle shared three things that happen when we say yes to Jesus: 

● We are justified 
● We are adopted 
● We are indwelled 

    How does knowing this give you confidence and hope in your daily walk with Him? 

3. Why do you think Simon wanted to buy the power of the Holy Spirit? 
4. How do we sometimes try to control or “bargain” with God today? 
5. How have you seen God’s transforming power in your own life or in someone else’s? 
6. Why is a changed life one of the most powerful signs of the gospel? 
7. Was there a story from the Global Partner panel discussion that impacted you? How? 
8. How can you share your faith story with those who are missing as a sign of God’s power 
this week? 

Let’s Act 
Reach out to someone who is different from you—maybe a neighbor, coworker or classmate—
and take a simple step toward connection or encouragement. 
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