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In Exodus and Nazareth
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Summary

In this sermon, Pastor Kyle shows that God doesn’t just say He is with us. He proves it. Just like
Randy stayed with Bob during a tough time, Jesus is with us in our struggles. Matthew shows
Jesus as the new Moses, leading us out of sin and death into freedom. Jesus also chose to live
in Nazareth, an ordinary place, showing He is with us in our everyday lives. Through His
sacrifice and resurrection, Jesus frees us, gives our lives purpose and promises to be with us
always.

Scripture
Now the Lord had said to Moses in Midian, “Go back to Egypt, for all those who wanted to kill
you are dead.” Exodus 4:19 (NIV)

Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? He grew
up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or
majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was
despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from
whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. Isaiah 53:1-3

“When Israel was a child, | loved him, and out of Egypt | called my son.” Hosea 11:1 (NIV)

When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said,
“take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until | tell you, for Herod is going
to search for the child to kill him.”

So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed
until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of
Egypt | called my son.”...

After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egyptand said, “Get
up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take
the child’s life are dead.”

So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard
that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there.
Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, and he went and lived in
a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would be
called a Nazarene. Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 (NIV)
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Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the
Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. John 1:45-46 (NIV)

Let’s Start
What is one way you’ve experienced God’s presence in your life during a challenging or
unexpected season, especially around Christmas?

Gratitude and Prayer
How has God worked in your life since we were together?

Let’s Talk
How does the story of Randy and Bob reflect how Jesus is present in our lives?

Why is it significant that Matthew compares Jesus to Moses?

What does Jesus living in Nazareth teach us about God’s presence in our ordinary lives?

In what ways can we recognize Jesus being “with us” in our daily struggles and routines?

How can we respond to God'’s gift of being with us, especially during this Christmas season?
Let’s Act

Identify someone in your life who might be feeling overlooked, lonely or struggling this season,
and take a practical step to be ‘with them’ as Jesus is with us. This could mean visiting them,
writing them a note of encouragement, helping with a task or simply spending time listening to

them. Reflect on how you can show God’s love through your presence, just like Randy did for
Bob.
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