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Summary

When you first hear the gospel and accept Jesus as your Savior, it's easy to feel a deep passion
and excitement for Him. But as time goes on the excitement can wear off and you can become
susceptible and captivated by new and wrong beliefs and ideas about Him.

Scripture
“Jesus answered: ‘Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name,
claiming, ‘l am the Messiah,” and will deceive many.” Matthew 24:4-5 (NIV)

“For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to
deceive, if possible, even the elect.” Matthew 24:24 (NIV)

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or
rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all
things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the
supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace
through his blood, shed on the cross. Colossians 1:15-20 (NIV)

“The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving
spirits and things taught by demons.” 1 Timothy 4:1 (NIV)

“But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves,
lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy,
without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good,
treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God—having a form of
godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people.” 2 Timothy 3:1-5 (NIV)

“For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their
own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching
ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.”

2 Timothy 4:3-4 (NIV)

“But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers
among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord
who bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow their depraved
conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. In their greed, these teachers will exploit
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you with fabricated stories. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their
destruction has not been sleeping.” 2 Peter 2:1-3 (NIV)

Let’s Start
Pastor Dale talked about being smitten with love. Can you share a story about a time you were
smitten and it influenced your behavior?

Gratitude and Prayer
How has God worked in your life since we were together?

Let’s Talk

1. What are some ways that people can become "unsmitten" or indifferent in their romantic
relationships? How can these principles apply to your relationship with God?

2. What are some practical steps you can take to maintain or rekindle your spiritual passion
and excitement for God?

3. How do the scriptural warnings (e.g., Matthew 24:4-5, 2 Timothy 4:3-4) about false
teachings and deception apply to today's context? Have you encountered any modern-
day examples of these warnings?

4. Colossians 1:15-20 describes the supremacy of Jesus in various aspects. Which aspect
(e.g., Jesus as Creator, Sustainer, Reconciler) resonates most with you, and why?

5. How can viewing your faith journey as an exciting adventure with Jesus change your
perspective on commitment and sacrifice? Share an experience where stepping out of
your comfort zone for God led to unexpected joy or transformation.

Let’s Act

Reflect on the areas of your life mentioned in the sermon (finances, marriage, career, etc.). Is
there an area you feel prompted to surrender more fully to Jesus' supremacy? What steps can
you take to do that?

WOODDALE To honor God by making more disciples for Jesus Christ.
Church



