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—[''LET’S'START'']—'
'

Over$the$last$couple$of$weeks,$we$have$learned$from$Pastor$Dale$how$we$can$experience$real$freedom$
and$God’s$forgiveness$at$the$cross.$Which$is$harder$for$you,$to$ask$for$forgiveness$or$to$forgive$someone$
else?$Why?$

—[''LET’S'TALK'']—'''

!

1.! Have$someone$read$Romans$5:1L5$aloud.$Pastor$Kyle$called$attention$to$verse$3$which$talks$
about$glory$in$our$suffering.$$

1.! Why$are$Christians$able$to$rejoice$in$suffering?$$What$are$some$of$the$ways$you$may$
have$experienced$suffering?$How$do/did$you$address$the$tension$of$being$called$to$
rejoice$in$suffering$yet$not$wanting$to$suffer?$

2.! We$sometimes$find$ourselves$in$proximity$to$others$who$are$suffering$(as$we$are$called$
to$serve).$$Have$you$a$helpful$story$of$observing$someone$else$respond$to$their$
suffering?$$(No$names,$please!)$
$
$

2.! Pastor$Kyle$spoke$of$two$misunderstandings$about$the$passage:$$
$$$$$$$1)$Don’t$rejoice$in'spite$of$suffering$$
$$$$$$$2)$Don’t$rejoice'for$suffering$$
Find$a$partner$and$explain$to$each$other$how$each$of$these$is$a$misunderstanding$of$the$text.$
$
$
$

3.! The$two$factors$emphasized$for$how$to$rejoice$in$suffering$were:$
$$$$$$$1)$Stay$fueled$
$$$$$$$2)$Stay$focused$$
With$your$partner,$discuss$what$you$will$do$to$stay$fueled$and$focused$during$your$suffering.$
$
$
$
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—[''LET’S'ACT'']—'$

Suffering$does$a$work$within$us.$$It$produces$a$sense$of$perseverance,$which$produces$character,$and$
that$character$produces$hope$within$us.$Write$down$a$situation$you$are$currently$suffering$through.$
With$hope$and$a$focus$on$the$finish,$how$are$you$able$to$rejoice$in$this$suffering?$

—[''SERMON'REVIEW'']—'
•! Because$of$the$cross,$we$have$been$justified$through$our$faith$in$Jesus$and$have$a$peace$

with$God$that$gives$us$our$freedom$and$forgiveness.$
•! Two$misunderstandings$about$Romans$5:1L5$are:$

o! Don’t$rejoice$in$spite$of$suffering$
o! Don’t$rejoice$for$suffering$

•! God$suffering$on$our$behalf$is$one$of$the$things$that$separate$Christianity$from$all$other$
religions$and$philosophies.$

•! We$are$to$rejoice$in$suffering$because$of$the$hope$it$produces$within$us.$$
•! To$rejoice$in$suffering$it$is$best$to:$

o! Stay$fueled$
o! Stay$focused$

$
$

—[''NOTES'']—$
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