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—[  LET’S START  ]— 
 

This past Palm Sunday we remembered the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.  The people who 

carpeted the roadway with palm branches and robes became the same people who later shouted for 

him to be crucified.  Do you know of a similar situation where people quickly and outwardly changed 

their support of someone?  How do you imagine that person felt in light of that change? 

 

—[  LET’S TALK  ]—   

1. Have someone in the group read Luke 19:45 – 48 and Matthew 21: 12 – 13 aloud. How does this 

display of temperament align with your image of Jesus? How do you reconcile this with the 

“Prince of Peace” idea many people have of Jesus? 

 

 

 

2. In the passage, Jesus quotes the book of Isaiah saying, “My house will be a house of prayer.”  
1 Corinthians 3:16 (NLT) states, “Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple of God 
and that the Spirit of God lives in you.” First, how are we as a community like a temple of 

God?  What does that mean for the role of prayer in our lives, both individually and as a 
group?  How could we strengthen that role of prayer? 
 

 
 
 

 
3. Explain the symbolism evident in Jesus clearing the temple of money changers and animal 

sellers in connection with the sacrificial system of His day. If we are the temple, what are some 

of the things we need to clear out of our lives? 
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—[  LET’S ACT  ]—  

At the end of his message, Pastor Dale removed the pack representing all the ways we try to earn God’s 

approval and placed it on the cross. Take a sheet of paper and write down the ways you have tried to 

earn God’s approval. In prayer, acknowledge that it is all God’s grace and who God is that makes you 

free, forgives your sins, and gives each of you your worth. Now draw an “X” across the paper and with a 

bold marker write the word “GRACE.” Make it a point to thank God for His grace every time you pray 

this week. 

—[  SERMON REVIEW  ]— 

• Jesus turned over the tables of money changers and animal sellers that were in the temple.  

• The original purpose of the money changers and animal sellers was to enable travelers to be 
able to make the sacrifice and pay the temple tax to be able to come into God’s presence.  

• God is:  
o personal and infinite 
o loving and holy 
o transcendent and infinite 

• We are the temple of God, and the battleground of our lives is in our minds. 

• Jesus is the real temple of God. He became the sacrifice, and His life was the price paid for 
our salvation. 

—[  NOTES  ]— 
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