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Sermon Series: Bottom of the 9th   

Message: Being Changed   

Scripture: Luke 18:18-23 & 

19:1-10 

Date: August 18 & 19, 2018 

 

 

—[  LET’S START  ]— 
 

Last week Pastor Brad encouraged us to write out the different areas of our life and think what it would 

mean to follow Jesus in each of those areas. Then he suggested we allow those ideas to expand 

throughout the week. Share one of those areas and your thoughts. 

 

—[  LET’S TALK  ]—   

 

1. Have the person with the longest hair read aloud Luke 18:18-23 to the group. This was a good man 
seeking to be closer to God. What was wrong with how he was trying to achieve his comeback?    

 
 
 

2. Have the person with the shortest hair read aloud Luke 19:1-10 to the group. If someone 

remembers the children’s song about Zaccheaus, please sing (or say) it for the group. What was 

different about Zaccheaus and his posture towards Jesus compared to the example in Luke 18? 

What was amazing about his restitution to those he had cheated? His response to those in need?  

 

 

3. Is there anyone in the group who was baptized as an infant? What did that mean to the family and 

to the individual? What is the meaning of being baptized as an adult? Explain the symbolism of 

baptism. 

 

 

4. If God’s idea of a good comeback is that we allow Him to change us, what is He changing us into? 
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—[  LET’S ACT  ]—  

Ask God to reveal to you a person or situation where you have not acted in a God pleasing way. Is there 

someone you have wronged? What should be your response as a follower of Christ? What will you need 

to do to make things right? Do you need to seek forgiveness? Resolve to make that first step this week. 

 

—[  SERMON REVIEW  ]— 

• Luke 18:18-29. The rich man, who was a good man, wanted to know that he could do to 
improve his standing with God. 

• Luke 19:1-10. Zaccheaus – a chief tax collector 
o Jesus approached him. 
o Zaccheaus did not have to do anything – God’s idea of a comeback is when we allow 

Him to change us. 

o Response was to make restitution to any he had cheated and to give to the poor. He 
went beyond what the law required by giving to the poor. 

• God’s change in us not only guides us away from doing wrong but also encourages us to start 
making right what we have made wrong. 

• Baptism is like what Zaccheaus did – publicly declare that we have been changed by Jesus. 
 

 

—[  NOTES  ]— 
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