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I SAID YES! A GUIDE TO STARTING YOUR LIFE WITH JESUS

Introduction
It seems like every time Jesus encountered someone, He left them with a 
big, life-changing invitation to follow Him. In this seven-day journey, you’ll 
read about several unlikely individuals who met Jesus and were offered the 
opportunity of a lifetime to say “Yes!” to Him. And how they responded just 
might change everything for you too.

To engage with this devotional digitally, search for 
“I Said Yes” in the Bible App (free download in the 
app store or at bible.com).

https://www.bible.com/
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Jim Vaus was a criminal. In the 1940s, Vaus was the chief wire tapper 
in Mickey Cohen’s notorious Hollywood crime syndicate. Knowing there 
was something missing in his life, Vaus agreed to attend an event where 
he heard a young preacher named Billy Graham share about the love, 
forgiveness and grace offered through Jesus Christ. Vaus was moved deep 
in his heart to make a big life decision. That night, he chose to respond to 
Jesus’ invitation to follow Him with a resounding, “Yes!” For Vaus, this was 
the best decision he ever made.

Saying, “Yes!” to Jesus meant Vaus would need to leave behind his old life. 
Just think about what that decision meant for him. It was a huge risk to a 
man with many dangerous connections to organized crime. But Jim knew 
connecting with Jesus was infinitely more valuable than anything he would 
need to leave behind.

Read

Luke 23:32-43
32 Two others, both criminals, were led out to be executed with him. 33 When they came to a 
place called The Skull, they nailed him to the cross. And the criminals were also crucified—
one on his right and one on his left.
34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” And the 
soldiers gambled for his clothes by throwing dice.
35 The crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. “He saved others,” they said, “let him save 
himself if he is really God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.”  36 The soldiers mocked him, too, by 
offering him a drink of sour wine. 37 They called out to him, “If you are the King of the Jews, 
save yourself!” 38 A sign was fastened above him with these words: “This is the King of the 
Jews.”
39 One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, “So you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove it 
by saving yourself—and us, too, while you’re at it!”
40 But the other criminal protested, “Don’t you fear God even when you have been sentenced 
to die? 41 We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn’t done anything wrong.” 42 Then 
he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.”
43 And Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

Day 1: A Thief Meets Jesus
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In today’s Bible reading, we met another criminal. This thief was on a Roman 
cross being crucified next to Jesus. He wasn’t the only thief on the scene 
though. In fact, there were criminals who were crucified on both sides of 
Jesus. They were guilty of their crimes and they knew it.

As they hung there, one thief hurled insults at Jesus saying, “If you are the 
King of the Jews, save yourself and us!” 

The second thief spoke differently however. He said to his partner in crime, 
“Don’t you fear God? We are getting what we deserve. Jesus has done 
nothing wrong!” 

Then the criminal asked for something so bold that some people take 
offense at it. He said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
Kingdom.”

What gave that man the right to think standing up for Jesus in the final 
moments of his life was enough for God to show him mercy? After all, he’d 
spent his entire life as a bad guy! But how Jesus responds to that criminal 
is profound.

“Today you will be with me in paradise.” 

Instead of shutting the door to heaven in his face, Jesus invited him in. 
Instead of the condemnation he deserved, Jesus offered grace. 

You see, we’re all like that thief. None of us has the right to stand before a 
holy God and be found good enough to get in. But that’s the thing about 
grace – it isn’t deserved and it can’t be earned. It’s simply a gift given to 
those who are unworthy. After all, if we were worthy, it wouldn’t be a gift! All 
that is required is to simply to believe and receive.
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When you say, “Yes!” to Jesus, you choose to receive God’s gift of grace 
and forgiveness.

Reflection Questions

1.  What surprises you about God’s grace?

2.  What are some specific areas of your life that God has extended   
 grace to you?

3.  This story shows us that God created a way for us to restore our
   relationship with Him through Jesus. What does that mean to you  

 personally?
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Read

Acts 8:26-40
26 As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, “Go south down the desert road that runs 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and he met the treasurer of Ethiopia, a 
eunuch of great authority under the Kandake, the queen of Ethiopia. The eunuch had gone 
to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was now returning. Seated in his carriage, he was reading 
aloud from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
29 The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and walk along beside the carriage.”
30 Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the prophet Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?”
31 The man replied, “How can I, unless someone instructs me?” And he urged Philip to come up 
into the carriage and sit with him.
32 The passage of Scripture he had been reading was this:
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter.
    And as a lamb is silent before the shearers,
    he did not open his mouth.
33 He was humiliated and received no justice.
    Who can speak of his descendants?
    For his life was taken from the earth.”
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, was the prophet talking about himself or someone else?” 
35 So beginning with this same Scripture, Philip told him the Good News about Jesus.
36 As they rode along, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look! There’s some 
water! Why can’t I be baptized?” 38 He ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down into 
the water, and Philip baptized him.
39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away. The 
eunuch never saw him again but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Meanwhile, Philip found himself 
farther north at the town of Azotus. He preached the Good News there and in every town 
along the way until he came to Caesarea.

Proverbs 27:17
17 As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend.

Day 2: A Government Official Meets Jesus
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There was a young man named Charlie who was invited to a youth ministry 
event by some of his friends. Before attending the event, Charlie would 
have classified himself as an agnostic who believed nothing could be 
known of the existence of God. He was simply here to live life, enjoy it and 
die someday. 

However, that night he heard about a Heavenly Father who created him, 
loved him and sent his Son to die for his sins. He heard the Good News 
about Jesus the Messiah. That night he took a step of faith and chose to 
say, “Yes!” to beginning a relationship with God through Jesus.

When Charlie said, “Yes!” everything began to change. He couldn’t get 
enough of God. He read the entire New Testament in one week! He had a 
continual stream of questions about God, faith and life. He asked dozens of 
questions to leaders who were a bit further along in their faith. Eventually, 
Charlie’s great questions and newfound faith impacted several other 
students at the youth ministry. Because of his faith, many others also 
chose to say “Yes!” to Jesus and grow in their relationship with God.

In today’s Bible reading, we read about two strangers who met at exactly 
the right moment. One of them is named Philip and the other is an 
Ethiopian eunuch who was in charge of the treasury of the queen of the 
Ethiopians. To put it in today’s terms, he was a religious man who held a 
high government position in his country. 

He was worshiping in Jerusalem at the Temple, right at the same time that 
Jesus was crucified and resurrected. As he was on his way home, the man 
became confused about something he was reading in a scroll of the book of 
Isaiah about the Messiah. God saw the frustrated man sitting in his chariot 
and once again demonstrated His grace. God gave this man a gift. He sent 
a mature follower of Jesus to help answer his questions about Jesus, the 
Messiah! And once he understood, he chose to say “Yes!” to Jesus.

Let’s face it, we all have questions about faith! And chances are, you’ll 
continue to have questions throughout your life. But questions don’t 
exclude us from a relationship with God – they’re actually a necessary 
part of it. And if you really want to grow in your relationship with God, 
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an essential part is being connected to others who can help answer your 
questions.

For the Ethiopian eunuch, he had Philip. For Charlie, he had spiritually 
mature leaders at his youth group. What about you?

Every church that is serious about helping people grow as followers of 
Jesus has men and women who would love to walk alongside you in your 
faith journey. No question is a dumb question. No doubt is illegitimate. No 
wondering is worthless. Plus, if you have a question, chances are somebody 
else had, or has, the same one! 

Don’t be afraid to ask for guidance. Like Philip, we all need spiritually 
mature followers of Jesus to walk alongside us. 
It’s one of the benefits of saying “Yes!” to Jesus.

When you say “Yes!” to Jesus, you’re not alone! God gave us the gift of 
one another to grow in our faith.
 

Reflection Questions

1.  What are some of your pressing questions about God, the Bible,   
 church and Jesus?
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2.  What strikes you about how the Ethiopian eunuch says, “Yes!” 
  to Jesus? Do you notice any similarities or differences compared 
  to your life?

3.  Would a spiritual mentor be something you would like to add to 
  your faith journey? Why or why not?
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Day 3: A Crowd Meets Jesus

Read

John 6:1-14
1 After this, Jesus crossed over to the far side of the Sea of Galilee, also known as the Sea 
of Tiberias. 2 A huge crowd kept following him wherever he went, because they saw his 
miraculous signs as he healed the sick. 3 Then Jesus climbed a hill and sat down with his 
disciples around him.  4 (It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover celebration.) 5 Jesus soon 
saw a huge crowd of people coming to look for him. Turning to Philip, he asked, “Where can 
we buy bread to feed all these people?” 6 He was testing Philip, for he already knew what he 
was going to do.
7 Philip replied, “Even if we worked for months, we wouldn’t have enough money to feed them!”
8 Then Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up. 9 “There’s a young boy here with five barley 
loaves and two fish. But what good is that with this huge crowd?”
10 “Tell everyone to sit down,” Jesus said. So they all sat down on the grassy slopes. (The 
men alone numbered about 5,000.) 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks to God, and 
distributed them to the people. Afterward he did the same with the fish. And they all ate as 
much as they wanted. 12 After everyone was full, Jesus told his disciples, “Now gather the 
leftovers, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they picked up the pieces and filled twelve baskets 
with scraps left by the people who had eaten from the five barley loaves.
14 When the people saw him do this miraculous sign, they exclaimed, “Surely, he is the Prophet 
we have been expecting!”

Psalm 139:13-18
13 You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body
    and knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14 Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!
    Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it.
15 You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion,
    as I was woven together in the dark of the womb.
16 You saw me before I was born.
    Every day of my life was recorded in your book.
    Every moment was laid out
    before a single day had passed.
17 How precious are your thoughts about me, O God.
    They cannot be numbered!
18 I can’t even count them;
    they outnumber the grains of sand!
And when I wake up,
    you are still with me!
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Jesus performed many miracles throughout His ministry here on earth. 
Today you read about one of the most famous. And it all started when two 
people decided to say “Yes!” to Jesus. 

The first person was one of Jesus’ disciples. His name was Andrew, and he 
was the brother of Peter. If you’ve read the Gospels, you probably recognize 
Peter’s name. He was one of the most prominent disciples as part of Jesus’ 
inner circle. But his lesser-known brother Andrew has always been one of 
my favorite disciples. You may be wondering, why?

Because almost every time you read about Andrew in the Bible he’s bringing 
someone to meet Jesus! Did you know that it was actually Andrew who 
went and told Peter that they found the Messiah in John 1:41? And in 
today’s story, it’s Andrew who brought a kid with a lunch to meet Jesus.

One day, Jesus and His disciples ran into a daunting challenge. Looking at 
the massive crowd that had followed Him to the other side of the Sea of 
Galilee, Jesus came upon thousands of people who had a pressing need. 
They were hungry! Wanting to test the growth of His disciples, Jesus asked 
them where they might buy some bread for the people to eat.

Philip, who we met yesterday at a later point in his life, only saw the 
impossible. But Andrew saw what could be possible with God. Andrew said, 
“Yes!” to following Jesus into what seemed like an impossible situation, and 
experienced the supernatural miracle of the feeding of the 5,000.

That’s what saying “Yes!” to faith in God has the power to do. We can 
actually be part of God’s solution to the real needs in the world around us. 
When we say “Yes!” to following Jesus, we choose to serve Him in faith. 
Andrew was a man of faith who believed Jesus could do the impossible. 
Jesus used Andrew’s faith and his passion to include others.

Did you know that Jesus wants to use your gifts and talents too?

But there’s a second person in the story who says, “Yes!” to Jesus — the 
kid with the lunch. That boy was probably a young teenager. By faith, he 
gave what he had and saw God use it to do the miraculous. There is only 
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one miracle of Jesus recorded in all four of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John) and it happened because of a boy who simply said, “Yes!” to 
Jesus.

Can you imagine being that boy? You’re approached by Andrew who says 
something like, “Hey, I noticed you have a sack lunch there. How would you 
feel about Jesus using that to feed everyone else here? Yes, I literally mean 
the thousands of men, women and children standing right in front of you!” 

It amazes me that the boy responded, “Yes!” What he’s essentially saying 
is, “Jesus, have at it! I don’t know how You could use something so small to 
do something so big, but I believe You can do it. Take everything I have – it’s 
not much, but here’s my lunch!”

You may think what you have couldn’t be used for anything of significance, 
but God begs to differ! God created you for a purpose, as you read in Psalm 
139 today. He put so much thought into who you are, how you’re wired and 
the passions within your heart. 

No matter how small you may think your gift is, never underestimate what 
God is able to do with it. The question is, will you surrender it to Him?

When you say “Yes!” to Jesus, you surrender your gifts, talents and 
abilities to be used for God’s amazing purposes. 
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Reflection Questions

1.  How do you think you would have responded had you been one of   
 Jesus’ disciples? The boy? In the crowd?

2.  Is there anything in your life you might consider to be small and   
 insignificant that could be used by God?

3.  What are some of the talents, gifts and abilities God has given to  
 you? What are some of the ways you could use them to serve God  
 and others?
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Day 4: Two Sisters Meet Jesus

Read

Luke 10:38-42
38 As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to Jerusalem, they came to a certain 
village where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39 Her sister, Mary, sat at 
the Lord’s feet, listening to what he taught. 40 But Martha was distracted by the big dinner 
she was preparing. She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair to you that my 
sister just sits here while I do all the work? Tell her to come and help me.”
41 But the Lord said to her, “My dear Martha, you are worried and upset over all these details! 
42 There is only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has discovered it, and it will not 
be taken away from her.”

My parents are known by their love for Jesus and their radical hospitality. 
On most Sundays, my mother would prepare an incredible meal with 
enough to feed not just our family of seven, but also another 10 guests! We 
rarely knew who these guests would be, but we were always prepared.
 
Earlier that morning while my parents were sitting at the church service, 
their eyes would scan the room for anyone who was new to our church. They 
would then introduce themselves after the service ended and invite them 
over for dinner. It may sound crazy, but hundreds of families accepted our 
invitation over the years!
 
During the time we had between church and dinner, my entire family would 
frantically get to work. My siblings and I were required to clean the house 
and make it presentable for our guests. Looking back, some of my very best 
friends in life were made at those impromptu dinner parties.
 
In our story today, Jesus and His 12 disciples were the guests at a special 
dinner party. They were invited by a woman named Martha, who had a 
brother named Lazarus and a sister named Mary.
 
Martha was a typical type-A personality: driven and hard working. I think 
Martha was the oldest of the siblings because Luke’s Gospel tells us 
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Jesus was welcomed into her home. From the outside looking in, she had 
her life organized and her priorities straight. Like any good host, Martha 
busied herself by making her guests feel welcome and comfortable. She’s 
concerned primarily with serving her guests. After all, it was her house!
 
As she peered into the room to check on Jesus and the other guests, she 
saw her sister sitting with them. This made Martha upset. She had her 
hands full and Mary was hanging out with Jesus! Didn’t Mary care about all 
that needed to get done for the meal that night?
 
In Luke 10:41-42, you found out how Jesus speaks to Martha and her 
siblings. Did it surprise you?

Martha was doing a good thing, but Mary chose a better thing. When Jesus 
was with her, she wanted to spend time with Him. Mary valued spending 
time with Jesus and made time with Him a priority in her life. Martha 
thought she had her priorities straight, but Jesus pointed out that they 
were actually upside down. Martha needed to know that being with Jesus 
was the most important thing of all. He is the only true answer to her 
anxiety and troubled spirit.
 
When Mary said, “Yes!” to Jesus, her priorities changed. God became 
number one. And that day, Martha learned the importance of being with 
God over doing the things she thought mattered most.
 
Busyness is one of the trickiest enemies of spiritual growth. We think we’re 
busy doing all of the right things, but before we know it we’ve missed out 
on the best thing – spending time with God. When you say “Yes!” to Jesus, 
God becomes number one. Don’t let busyness get in the way of investing 
your life in the One who matters most.
 
When you say “Yes!” to Jesus, you choose to prioritize your relationship 
with God first – especially when life gets busy!
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Reflection Questions

1.  To whom do you relate more, Mary or Martha? Why?

2.  When is the best time of day for you to spend time with God? 
  How can you make sure this is a priority in your life?

3.  What are some of the things you would like to learn from God’s Word,  
 the Bible, over the coming months? Write them down and share them  
 with a friend for accountability.
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I remember joining a little league baseball team full of kids who had played 
together for years. It was intimidating enough being the new kid on the 
block. To add to it, I’d never played an inning of baseball before in my life! 
You can probably guess how well things went.
 
After being hit by a fastball on my first day of practice, I became deathly 
afraid of the ball. I was afraid of the pitcher. I was afraid of being in the 
batter’s box. I didn’t even want the ball to come to me when playing in the 
outfield! The kids on my team could smell my fear and they loved taunting 
me. My batting average that year was a big fat zero. I felt like the ultimate 
outsider on a team full of insiders. Have you ever felt like that?
 
Today we read about a woman from Samaria who met Jesus during her 
daily chores. In the days that Jesus walked on earth, Jews and Samaritans 
didn’t associate with each other. Even though these neighboring regions 
had much in common, there was a palpable racial tension that existed for 
generations between these two areas.
 
Jews considered Samaritans to be a gang of unclean outsiders. Samaritans 
considered Jews to be a bunch of bitter elitists. And for six centuries before 
this story, they had worked hard to put up cultural dividing walls between 
their people groups. In fact, even seeing a Jew walking in Samaria would 
have raised some serious questions! Which is what makes this encounter 
with Jesus so intriguing.
 
One day, Jesus chose to take a hike through Samaria with His disciples. It 
was around midday when he arrived at the local well of a nearby town. To 
give you some context, the well in any Middle Eastern town was a desolate 
place in the afternoon. No one wanted to draw water when it was so hot 
out! Women would typically go to the well early in the morning when 

Using your Bible, read John 4:1-42. 
If you don’t have a Bible, download one for free at bible.com.

Day 5: An Outcast Meets Jesus

https://www.bible.com/
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the temperature was cooler to fetch the day’s water. They also traveled 
together in groups. They would talk about their plans for the day. They 
would talk about their families. They would talk about their dreams. They 
may even gossip about the latest news around town.
 
But as Jesus arrived at the well in the afternoon, in the smoldering dry heat, 
He found a lone woman fetching water. Strange, right?
 
We come to find out that there were probably a few reasons she was alone 
at the well. You see, she had been married five times. Plus, the man she was 
currently living with was not her husband. She was probably the talk of the 
town – and not in a good way. She was not the kind of person you’d expect 
to be meeting a Jewish Rabbi named Jesus. She was an unclean outsider.
 
If you spend time looking at the life of Jesus, you’ll find that He loves 
meeting with the outsiders of our world. And when you read the 
conversation between this woman and Jesus, you might be surprised at His 
words given her past. You won’t hear condemnation or judgment coming 
from Jesus. Instead, He engages the woman with grace and offers her an 
opportunity to say “Yes!” to His Living Water – to be eternally satisfied by a 
restored relationship with God.
 
But that’s not the end of the story. In fact, it gets even better. John 4:28-29 
tells us what the woman did after she ended her conversation with Jesus:
 
28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said 
to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could 
this be the Messiah?”
 
When I first said “Yes!” to Jesus as a young kid, I couldn’t wait to share it 
with the world around me. I told my Mom. I told my brother. I even went next 
door and told my neighbors! I wanted everyone to know what had happened 
in my life –and for them to hear all about Jesus too!
 
God wants each of us to share the hope of Jesus with others. When we 
share what God is doing in our lives, it makes a difference in the lives of 
others. That’s because changed lives change lives.
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 And look at the results in verses 39-42:
 
39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the 
woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the 
Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed 
two days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers.
 
42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you 
said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is 
the Savior of the world.”
 
No matter how much of an outsider I felt like on my baseball team, I 
knew that I “had an in” with Jesus. He was my Savior who restored my 
relationship with God.
 
No matter how much the Samaritan woman was told she was stuck on the 
outside, Jesus broke through and invited her in. She knew He was the Savior 
the world had been waiting for, and chose to have a brand new start with 
God.
 
No cultural barriers, past mistakes or current situation can keep you from 
being included by Jesus. That’s some seriously Good News that we should 
share with others.
 
When we say “Yes!” to Jesus, He gives you the everlasting satisfaction of 
a restored relationship with God. That’s Good News worth sharing!
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Reflection Questions
 

1.  What do you notice about the way Jesus interacts with the woman 
  at the well? Why do you think Jesus treats her so kindly, regardless 
  of her past sins and present circumstances?

2.  What do you think a restored relationship with God meant to the   
 Samaritan woman? How do you think that changed her life?

3.  Why do you think it’s important to tell others about Jesus the   
 Messiah? Who do you want to tell?
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Over the past five days, we’ve encountered several people who met Jesus 
and chose to say “Yes!” to His life-changing invitation. 

But did you know God’s invitation is extended to you too?

I was 4 years old when I first met God. It was Easter Sunday. As was their 
tradition, my parents took me to church. That morning my Sunday school 
teacher told me the true story about the death, burial and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. I’m sure I didn’t comprehend everything my teacher told 
me. But I was, however, aware I needed something. I didn’t know what the 
word was at the time, but what I needed was grace. I needed forgiveness. I 
needed someone to lead my life instead of me. I needed a Savior. I needed 
Jesus!

But let’s pause for a second. You’re probably skeptical about a child’s need 
for God. I mean, how bad can a 4-year-old be? 

Day 6: You Meet Jesus

Read

Romans 3:23
23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.
 
Romans 6:23
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus 
our Lord.
 
Romans 10:9
9 If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved.
 
Ephesians 2:8-9
8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift 
from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can 
boast about it.
 
Psalm 103:12
12 He has removed our sins as far from us as the east is from the west.
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Here’s the thing – the Bible teaches us that it’s not a matter of how bad 
we’ve been but a matter of who we are. As humans, we’re all born with a 
propensity to sin. Have you ever seen a 2-year-old throw a temper tantrum? 
I bet you’ve seen more than a few adults throw a fit as well. Theologians call 
it our “sin nature.” Sin started long before us, was passed down to us and 
still remains in us. The Apostle Paul put it this way in Romans 3:23, “For all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

To sin simply means to fall short of God’s standard. Even at the young age 
of 4, I was aware I had fallen short. I’d made choices I knew were wrong but 
did them anyway. I had sinned.

And because of my sin, I incurred a debt to my creator, God. Romans 6:23 
tells us, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Think about the words: wages, sin and death. 

Wages are what we earn for the work we do. If we work hard at our jobs 
and are not compensated, we can become quickly discouraged. We may 
even get angry. Why? We deserve to be paid back for what we do!
Sin is anything that falls short of God’s perfect standard. It’s when we 
do something we know is wrong in God’s sight, but we choose to do it 
anyway.
Death is eternal separation from God. Just like we are separated from 
someone who passes away in this life, the same is true spiritually and 
eternally with God.

What you and I have earned for our sin is eternal separation from God. 
That’s what we deserve. That’s where we’re headed when we ignore God and 
live life on our own terms. If Romans 6:23 ended here, this would be some 
really bad news.

But Romans 6:23 doesn’t end there! With that little conjunction, but, the 
entire verse turns into Good News. 

...but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Now, think about the words: gift, God and life.

Gift is the opposite of wages. We don’t earn gifts. They are given out of 
the love and thoughtfulness of others for us to receive with joy.
God has no sin in Him. Jesus is perfect in every way. He has never sinned, 
and never will. God is perfect, holy and pure in every way.
Life is the opposite of death. And eternal life? That’s being with God 
forever.

Even though we’ve all gone wrong, God made everything right through 
Jesus, Who extends His invitation of forgiveness and eternal life to us. 
That’s how much God loves us! He took our death and offers us life.

When you say “Yes!” to Jesus, God literally saves you! He erases your past, 
transforms your present and secures your future. He forgives all your sins 
and transgressions. Psalm 103:12 puts it this way, “as far as the east is from 
the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.” He sees you as 
perfect, because He now sees His Son Jesus living in you.

That’s Good News! And it’s available for everyone who places their trust in 
Jesus by faith. 

You have the opportunity to say “Yes!” to Jesus! A brand new relationship 
with God is available for you.

Romans 10:9 says: If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and 
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

That’s how you can say “Yes!” to Jesus. Declare that Jesus is your Lord. 
Tell Him you believe in who He is. Ask for His forgiveness. Receive God’s 
invitation. Say “Yes!” to His grace, to making Him the Lord of your life and 
to following Him. 

If you would like to say “Yes!” to Jesus for the first time, or maybe the first 
time in a long time, you can pray this simple prayer to express your heart’s 
desire to God:
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 Dear God, I know I’ve done things that are wrong and deserve 
punishment. I’m a sinner. But today I’m saying “Yes!” to your forgiveness 
and grace. I believe that your Son Jesus died on the cross as a 
substitute in my place. I believe He rose to life from the grave and 
defeated death. I receive His gift of salvation and want to begin a new 
relationship with You. Today I’m saying “Yes!” to Jesus and your gift of 
eternal life. Help me to follow You all the days of my life. In Jesus Name I 
pray, Amen.

If you just prayed to say “Yes!” to Jesus, all of heaven is celebrating over 
your new and restored life! We celebrate with you, too!

Reflection Questions

1.  When did you say “Yes!” to Jesus? How has your life changed since  
 making that decision?

2.  What are some of the examples of God’s grace you see in your life?

3.  What does God’s gift of salvation through Jesus mean to you   
 personally?
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In Jesus’ day, people who committed themselves to following a teacher 
were called “disciples.” It’s a word we don’t use much in today’s language, 
but a word that is important to understand.

In Matthew 4:19, Jesus invited some fishermen to leave their old lives behind 
and become His disciples. Jesus said, “Follow me, and I will teach you how 
to fish for people.” In other words, these first followers of Jesus knew how 
to catch fish and bring them into their boat, but Jesus was going to teach 
them how to catch people and bring them into a restored relationship with 
God.

A disciple is someone who is committed to following Jesus, being changed 
by Jesus and living on mission for Jesus. Let’s break it down one at a time 
to understand what this word “disciple” really means:

Day 7: Some Fishermen Meet Jesus

Read

Matthew 4:18-22
18 One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers—Simon, also called Peter, and Andrew—throwing a net into the water, for they 
fished for a living. 19 Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how to 
fish for people!” 20 And they left their nets at once and followed him.

21 A little farther up the shore he saw two other brothers, James and John, sitting in a boat 
with their father, Zebedee, repairing their nets. And he called them to come, too. 22 They 
immediately followed him, leaving the boat and their father behind.

Matthew 28:16-20
16 Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where Jesus had told 
them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him—but some of them doubted!
 
18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on 
earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the 
commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.”
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Following Jesus means imitating Jesus in what we think, say and do. In 
order to do that, we need to learn about Him and be with Him! We follow by 
reading the Bible. By praying. By walking alongside someone else who is a 
follower of Jesus. By serving others with the same love that Jesus would.

Being changed by Jesus means letting Him transform your life from the 
inside out. For some people, it seems like they say, “Yes!” to Jesus and 
everything changes right away. For others, it’s more of a gradual process. 
We are all on a journey of growing spiritually. As God shapes and changes 
your heart, you’ll see yourself become more like Christ. After all, that’s 
the whole goal of the Christian life. As C.S. Lewis put it in his book Mere 
Christianity, “Every Christian is to become a little Christ. The whole purpose 
of becoming a Christian is simply nothing else.”

Living on mission with Jesus means committing to live on purpose for 
Jesus Christ. When Jesus invited His disciples on a brand new mission, 
He put it in language fishermen would understand. Instead of trying to 
catch fish, He invited them to fish for people! Their new purpose would be 
to invest their lives into others who wanted to follow, be changed by and 
live on mission for Jesus too. That mission was then commissioned to His 
disciples to bring to the whole world (Matthew 28). Did you know you’re now 
part of the Great Commission from Jesus to find more people who will say, 
“Yes!” to Him?

God took some ordinary fishermen and used them to change the course 
of history. It all started when they said, “Yes!” to Jesus, but it certainly 
didn’t stop there! In fact, their journey continued as they kept going, and 
kept growing - just read about it in the book of Acts sometime. You’ll see 
that disciples of Jesus continue saying “Yes!” on this journey with Jesus 
throughout their lives.

Just think, if God could change the world through 12 ordinary fishermen, 
can you imagine what He can do through you?

Keep saying “Yes!” The best is yet to come.
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When you say “Yes!” to Jesus, you’re committing to following, being 
changed by and living on mission for Jesus.

If you prayed to say “Yes!” to Jesus, all of heaven is celebrating over your 
new and restored life! And we would love to celebrate with you too. Please 
let us know you’ve decided to say “Yes!” by visiting wooddale.org/yes.

Reflection Questions

1.  Which of the three parts of being a disciple is most exciting for you?  
 Most challenging?

2.  In what ways have you seen yourself become more like Jesus   
 recently?

3.  What are some of the ways you’ll continue to say “Yes!” to Jesus 
  this week? Month? Year?

https://wooddale.org/yes/
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