LifeGroup Discussion Questions

Managing God’s Creation | March 5, 2023

Summary

As God'’s family and managing partners in spreading the hope of the gospel, we need to consider
how we handle the resources He has given to us. We want to make sure we make good use of
His resources so that we accomplish His purposes for us as individuals and His larger family, the
Church.

Scripture

So God created human beings in his own image. In the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them. Then God blessed them and said, "Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth
and govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that scurry
along the ground." -Genesis 1:27-28 (NLT)

The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to him. For he
laid the earth's foundation on the seas and built it on the ocean depths. -Psalm 24:1-2 (NLT)

Wealth from get-rich-quick schemes quickly disappears; wealth from hard work grows over time.
-Proverbs 13:11 (NLT)

Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity, but hasty shortcuts lead to poverty. -Proverbs
21:5 (NLT)

Know the state of your flocks, and put your heart into caring for your herds, for riches don't last
forever, and the crown might not be passed to the next generation. -Proverbs 27:23-24 (NLT)

"Don't store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and
where thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot
destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of
your heart will also be.” -Matthew 6:19-21 (NLT)

Remember this--a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who

plants generously will get a generous crop. You must each decide in your heart how much to

give. And don't give reluctantly or in response to pressure. "For God loves a person who gives
cheerfully." -2 Corinthians 9:6-7 (NLT)
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Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which is
so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment.
Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good works and generous to
those in need, always being ready to share with others. By doing this they will be storing up their
treasure as a good foundation for the future so that they may experience true life. -1
Timothy 6:17-19 (NLT)

Don't love money; be satisfied with what you have. For God has said, "I will never fail you. | will
never abandon you." -Hebrews 13:5 (NLT)

Let’s Start

What lesson about money did you learn from your parents?

Gratitude and Prayer

How did God work in your life since the last time we were together?

Let’s Talk

1. Pastor Dale shared three things to remember about our resources:

e Believe and behave with the mindset that everything you are and have belongs to
God.

e Realize that there are immediate benefits to managing your God-given resources in a
God-honoring way!

e Look forward to the fact that you’re going to receive a huge bonus someday in
eternity for being faithful with your God-given resources in the present.

Are you keeping these points in mind? If so, how?

2. Pastor Dale gave some practical ways of handling the material things God has entrusted
us with:
e Keep good records
e Plan your spending
e Save for the future
e Enjoy what you already have!
e Be a wise investor by generously financing what matters most to God. You will receive
a great future return on your investments!
How are you doing in these areas? What advice about money management have you
learned over the years? What is an area you struggle in?

3. What have you reaped by being generous to others?

4. How do generosity, financial planning and responsibility unite?
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Let’s Act

How could the handling of your finances be improved? What step can you take this week to be a
better steward?
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